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December 13, 2018

Meetings

City Council - Monday, Dec. 17, 7 p.m. - Council Chambers - City Hall

Downtown Development Authority - Tuesday, Dec. 18, 8 a.m. - Meeting Room -
City Hall

Planning Commission - Tuesday, Dec. 18, 7 p.m. - Note location: Forum Room -
Hillside Middle School - 775 N. Center. Northville Downs Planned Unit Development
(PUD) will be on the agenda. See website for agenda (posted by Dec. 15).

Historic District Commission - Wednesday, Dec. 19, 7 p.m. - Council Chambers -
City Hall

Senior Advisory Commission - Thursday, Dec. 20, 1 p.m. - Community Center

Agendas and minutes are available by clicking here



This Just In...

Take a closer look at the new website

The City of Northville's new website provides a fresh look for the City and easy-to-
access pages with organized content for each department. The main headers are
Government, Business, Community, Services and How Do I - a short-cut to finding
commonly asked questions. Services include: Allen Terrace, Building and Planning,
City Clerk, Communications, Finance, Fire Dept., Police Dept., and Public Works
Dept. (DPW).

For those who are interested in proposed redevelopment projects, there's a link on
the front page (bottom left, Notices, Stay Connected) that goes directly to the
Planning Commission section. There you'll find reports, such as site plans and
eligibility documents.

The new website will be updated on a regular basis by the staff, using a content
management system that allows for the placement of copy and photos. Several new
forms are on the website; others will be created in the coming months. Some
archived material still needs to be added. Please be patient as we work through this
phase.

Please let us know what you think. A quick link on the home page leads to a
website feedback form. View the website here.

If you have questions about how to use the website, please contact Liz Cezat via
email at lcezat@ci.northville.mi.us or any of the directors of the departments that
you want to visit online. Contact information is on each department page.

_____________________________________________________________________



Festival of Trees open at Northville Community Center

Northville Senior Services hosted a Tree Lighting event on Nov. 30 to display 10
trees decorated by local nonprofits. Members of the Northville High School choir
sang carols and Lakes of Novi Health Campus served hot chocolate and cookies to
the seniors.

The living room of the Community Center has a glowing fire in the stone-front
fireplace - a perfect place for seniors to sit and visit. Seniors are also welcome to
meet in the rooms to play cards or do puzzles or crafts. This holiday season, put the
Community Center on your list of places to visit and stay for a while.



_____________________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________________

School Crossing Guard needed

The City of Northville is accepting applications for a substitute adult school crossing
guard. This position is responsible for safely crossing elementary and middle school
children at designated crosswalks before and after school. Work is performed



outdoors in all types of weather conditions and requires the individual to be in good
physical condition with good mobility. This position is overseen by the Northville
Police Department. Visit the City's website  for more details.

Events / Things to Do

Dec. 15, 22, 23
Santa in Town Square
1 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Bring the kids and your camera to Town
Square to visit with Santa in his house.

_____________________________________________________________________





_____________________________________________________________________

The Northville Parks and Recreation Winter
brochure is now available online

Winter registration is underway for residents and starts
Nov. 30 for non-residents. Check out our upcoming
winter programs, such as Ski Club, Youth Volleyball &
Basketball, special events and more.

_____________________________________________________________________

Sat & Sun, Dec. 15, 16
2018 Santa visits & Open House at Maybury Farm
10 a.m.-5 p.m. daily

Maybury Farm wishes you and yours all the best this holiday season. To thank you



for your support, we offer free Santa visits at the farm along with a Holiday Open
House for people of all ages to view the farm in all its winter beauty.  You will be
able to walk around the farm and through the barns. Engage with the animals and
notice how nature is preparing them with winter coats for the cold months ahead.
Our General Store will be open and stocked with wonderful gifts and delicious
treats, including warm cocoa and cider. We'll have a bonfire, activities for the kids
and a family photo booth. 

Due to the popularity of this event, we use a reservation format for families wanting
to visit with Santa. Please click here.  You will receive a confirmation email upon
registering and a reminder email two days before your visit. (Santa is getting really
tech savvy!) 

Santa's sleigh will be parked in our century-old barn. Enter the farm through the
General Store, then walk out to the barn for your visit and pictures. No professional
photos are taken; you are welcome to use your own cameras. Please dress warmly;
it's cold on the farm and our barn is not fully heated.

There is no admission charge for this event but we appreciate your donations to
help us in our educational work at Maybury Farm. If you have questions about the
Holiday Open House or Santa visits, please call 248-704-9211. We look forward to
celebrating the holidays with you. Click here for more information.

_____________________________________________________________________

Like Winter? Friends of the Rouge Needs You

Volunteers needed Saturday Jan. 26, 2019 (pre-registration required)

If you like to be outdoors in winter, consider participating in Friends of the Rouge's
Annual Winter Stonefly Search on Jan. 26.  This is a unique opportunity to learn
about what lives under the ice in local Rouge streams while giving back by helping
collect data on the health of the river.   

Interested volunteers must pre-register online or contact Sally at 734-927-4904 or
spetrella@therouge.org.

Winter stoneflies hatch from streams in winter and are sensitive to pollution, making
them good indicators of water quality.  Friends of the Rouge volunteers have been



looking for stoneflies every winter since 2002 and regularly find them in the
healthier tributaries and occasionally in more impacted river sites.  Here is a map of
the sites.

New this year, volunteers will be meeting for the first time at Plymouth Arts and
Recreation Center, 650 Church St, Plymouth, MI 48170.  There also will be a
"Stonefly Refresher" held on Sat. Jan. 12, 10 a.m. -12 p.m. at the same location to
get people ready for Jan. 26. 

The Stonefly Search is part of Friends of the Rouge's long term monitoring program
that includes the Spring and Fall Bug Hunts.  It is supported by the Erb Family
Foundation, the Clif Bar Family Foundation, Washtenaw County, the Michigan
Areas of Concern Program, Office of the Great Lakes, Department of Natural
Resources, and by the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, through a grant from the
Environmental Protection Agency.

The Rouge River covers 467 square miles in three counties and 48 communities in
the metropolitan Detroit area and is home to 1.35 million people. Additional
information: www.therouge.org.

Business

Online payments for utility bills and taxes

If you want the convenience of paying taxes and utilities online, you can do so by
visiting the City's website and using the services of Point & Pay, which processes
the payment and charges a convenience fee. Go to: http://www.ci.northville.mi.us/
and  select either Property Tax and Assessing Lookup or Utility Bill Statement and
Payments from the Quick Links menu (left side, green column).  Search for your
property and click on the "Pay Online" button.  You will be re-directed to the Point &
Pay website to make a payment.

Fees:
Credit Cards: 3% Fee (min. $2)
E-Checks:  Flat fee of $3, up to $10,000 and flat fee of $10 for anything over
$10,000

_____________________________________________________________________

Get social with City Hall online

Follow our Facebook page (Northville
City Hall, Michigan) and our Twitter
account @NorthvilleCity.



You will be able to see stories, photos and videos of the City's people, places and
events. We'll let you know about City services, such as trash pick up, payment of
taxes and utility bills, and roads under construction. Plus, we want to hear from you.
Share your photos and comments; ask questions. If you "like" the Northville
Facebook page, you'll see our posts in your news feed.

_____________________________________________________________________

Add your name to the City News mailing list

New subscribers to City News can sign up below (if you are viewing the e-mail
version). You can also sign up on the City of Northville website (homepage, left
hand column under Quick Links)

If you have comments or requests for specific news items, please e-mail Liz Cezat,
Communications Manager, at lcezat@ci.northville.mi.us.

Around Town

Parking permit applications due by mid-December

Parking Permit applications for 2019 should be submitted by mid-December to allow
time for processing. Those who need parking permits (for example, if you routinely
park on a City street between 3 a.m. and 5 a.m.) should have them ready to use on
Jan. 1, 2019. (Note that City Hall will be closed on Dec. 24, Dec. 25 and Dec. 31.)

It is illegal to park on City Streets between 3 a.m. and 5 a.m. without a permit. If you
are having visitors or work done on your driveway and must park in the street
overnight, call our Overnight Parking hotline at 248-305-2790 by 2 a.m. with the
license plate number and street location of the vehicle to avoid a parking ticket.

_____________________________________________________________________

Streetlights

Streetlight out?  Businesses and residents can report streetlight outages online. 
This link goes directly to the DTE streetlight outage reporting tool.

Businesses and residents who have a DTE wooden power pole on or adjacent to
their property are eligible to have outdoor protective lighting installed on the pole to
illuminate their private property.  Residents may even qualify for no up-front cost
installation.  Please call 866-503-0627 and leave a detailed message that includes
name, address, city, zip code and phone number with area code for a DTE
representative to contact you within 3 business days.



_____________________________________________________________________

Historic Resource Council 2017 Directory is available

City Hall has a copy of the Historic Resource Council 2017 Directory, which lists
architects, contractors, suppliers and others who specialize in historic preservation,
rehabilitation and adaptation of historic structures and houses. This directory will
interest residents of historic homes, owners of businesses in historic buildings and
others who own property or are involved in the City's Historic District. The book can
be viewed at City Hall and online at Michigan Historic Preservation Network's
website (see the publications page).

At Home

Brush collection program

The City of Northville allows residents to place branches at the curb without
bundling or bagging them. Branches 6 feet long and up to 6 inches in diameter can
be placed at the curb for removal by the City's solid waste collection contractor.

Residents can dispose of large piles of branches by placing them at the curb. 
Every Tuesday, year-round, a crew will come through each neighborhood and chip
any branches left at the curb. Branches must be in the street right-of-way (between
the street and the sidewalk). Simply stack the branches neatly behind the curb with
the cut ends facing the street.

We cannot take roots, stumps dirt, lumber, railroad ties or any wood with metal in it.
Residents can dispose of firewood pieces and stumps with their normal weekly
garbage (Maximum 35 gallon cans and 60 lb. weight limit).

Residents may need to rake up small branches after the large brush piles are
removed.

_____________________________________________________________________

Northville Police Department has free gun safety locks

Don't take the risk of having an unlocked gun get into the wrong hands - especially
if you have young children and teenagers. Stop in at the Northville Police
Department lobby to get your free gun safety lock. There are no forms to fill out and
no waiting.

_____________________________________________________________________



Sewage backups

Anyone making a claim for property damage or physical injury must prove that the
public sewer had a defect. In addition, it must be proven that the governmental
agency knew, or in the exercise of reasonable diligence, should have known about
the defect, and that the governmental agency failed to take reasonable steps in a
reasonable amount of time to repair, correct, or remedy the defect.

If you experience an overflow or backup of a sewage disposal system or storm
water system, you must file a written claim with the City of Northville within 45 days
after the overflow or backup is discovered. Notice should be mailed to the City of
Northville, Attn: City Clerk, 215 W. Main Street, Northville, Michigan, 48167. Claim
forms may be obtained by calling the City of Northville Department of Public Works
at 248-449-9930.

When presenting a written claim, you will be required to provide the following items:

Copies of receipts for cleaning costs, plumbing bills, or other bills.1. 
List of the damaged items and receipts to prove the ages of your items.
Reimbursement for the Actual Cash Value of damaged items is the maximum
amount payable.

2. 

Please make an attempt to provide pictures of anything you wish to claim that
was damaged due to the sewer backup.

3. 

The filing of a claim does not guarantee reimbursement.

Most homeowner's insurance does not cover sewage backups, but insurance can
often be obtained as an added item. Ask your insurance provider about this option.
Also, consider having a plumber install a check valve - backflow preventer - to help
minimize the risk of backups and related damage.

_____________________________________________________________________
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