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Introduction


❑ New development and growth are captivating opportunities for 
the city; but bring safety, traffic, and disruption concerns.


❑ The Mobility Network Team was formed out of members of the 


Sustainability Team and the River Restoration Task Force to 


address these issues.


❑ We identified challenges to safe ‘Walkable’ streets; effective 


and balanced traffic flow; and fluid connections between all our 


neighborhoods, businesses, and parks...and the region beyond.


❑ We considered mobility and connectivity in total, working a 
process to home-in on sites warranting urgent attention.


❑ Our conclusions focus on five critical and specific action areas 


important to the Experience of Northville as the future unfolds.


Update pg. 1







Action Site Definition… Revisited from a year ago


Downtown Northville with pending Development Concepts


and calling out Action Sites determined by this study


“Action Sites” of Top Concern – STILL, One Year Later


1. Seven Mile Corridor (S1): Improvements are to treat the length of Seven Mile Road 


from Main Street to Wing Street. Special attention is needed for the intersection of 


Hines Drive and Seven Mile Road, with a possible southern connection to the New 


Downs site. The entrance to the city at the intersection of Seven Mile Road and 


Center Street requires thorough consideration to ensure traffic flow while providing  


pedestrian and bike path integration. 


2. South Center Street (S5): Landscaping, bike lanes, and cross walk improvements 


are to be recommended to address walkability concerns along the road length, 


particularly at the Fairbrook Street and New Beal Street intersections. 


3. Old Core (S6): The heart of the City Business District has several roads that play an 


important role in the distribution of traffic. Improving the traffic flow and integration of 


pedestrian and bike connections is crucial to handling anticipated increased traffic 


loads from the new developments.   Specifics include:


4. River Street (S7): Aligning to the new Downs Project, this street will now play a 


heightened role as a connector to the site and the exiting regional trails within Hines 


Park. An evaluation of the type of connection, whether enhanced vehicular or multi-


use bridge, is needed. An overall improved street cross section that includes two-


way traffic, on-street parking, and walkways is also needed.


5. Doheny Safe School Passageway under Railroad (S9): Accommodation is needed 


from CSX Railroad and Wayne County who have jurisdiction over the rights-of-way 


at this intersection. This effort will entail designing a box culvert opening to allow 


pedestrian and bike traffic under the railroad track separate from the Doheny/S. 


Main St. vehicular passage. It will also require the design of a non-motorized access 


route along Doheny Drive to the Silver Springs Elementary School. 


a. Cady Street from Center Street to Main Street, needs to be evaluated for traffic 


capacity, parking, and pedestrian interface. 


b. Hutton and Church Streets from Main Street to Cady Street need to be 


evaluated for capacity, parking layout and direction of flow in that they are a 


major connector from the new developments to the business core.


c. Mary Alexander Court, a one-way street, contributes to congestion on Center 


Street and needs to be re-evaluated for direction of flow. 


d. Cady Street alignment needs special attention as it intersects South Main 


Street for improved safety and traffic flow. 


Update pg. 2…see Study pg. 6







Mobility Team verified Traffic Concerns... Update pg. 3


Traffic Level of Service Rating







…and the Team updated for events of the year


Folded Developments 


& New Studies into


worksheet…
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Updated Problem Statement


The Mobility Network Team applauds the city’s progress toward our stated goal of safe 


‘Walkable’ streets; effective and balanced traffic flow; and fluid connections between all 


our neighborhoods, businesses, and parks.


❑ We return to you to emphasize urgent needs that remain outstanding and to ask that 


they be addressed.


❑ Some of these needs are within the scope and capability of consultants that are 


already on board.  We are pleased to reinforce this work.


❑ Other unaddressed Action Sites include those we consider the most beneficial, but 


also the most difficult and costly to implement.  


❑ Linkage to Foundry Flask, The Downs, River Daylighting, Farmers’ Market, and 


additional projects throughout the city also bring challenging timing pressures.


❑ Further engineering work is required to address five of our most urgent needs.


Update pg. 5…see Study pg. 4







Best Livable Volume as a Northville goal Update pg. 6


FUTURE VOLUME IS NOT SOMETHING YOU MEASURE 
~ IT’S SOMETHING YOU CHOOSE ~


What volume does Northville want in the future?
What blend of through traffic & destination traffic?


The network requires distribution across roads:
✓ Beck Road & region beyond
✓ Center/Ring Road (south exposure)
✓ Randolph/N Center/ Ring Road (north exposure)
✓ Main/Griswold/Main/7 Mile (east exposure)


Don’t we want to choose the level and distribution 
throughout our town now and in the future?







Managing Speed & Volume - Calming and Dispersion Update pg. 7


Within town good traffic distribution requires multiple
choices to achieve the Best Livable Volume.


The network shares across:
✓ Center/Dunlap/Wing/Main/Cady/Fairbrook
✓ Center/Dunlap/Hutton/Main/Church/Cady
✓ The Downs will bring Beal/Fairbrook/Griswold


airly sharing the burden of cars 
throughout all of our neighborhoods.







The goal is safe ‘walkable’ streets; effective and 
balanced traffic flow; and fluid connections across the 


city. To this end, we recommend:


✓ Open Center Street with calming and event closures 
✓ Open Main Street with either event closures or 


seasonal closures
✓ Build the southern connection at Hines/7 Mile/New 


Griswold with the Downs & beyond


This re-establishes the north/south and east/west 
connections through the business district and with the 
building of the new southern link, we restore the city 


grid. This ensures the most effective connectivity.


Completing Connectivity for best mobility through time Update pg. 8







Bicycles depend on Shared Lanes & Wide Walks Update pg. 9







Taming Cars with Bump-Outs and Parallel Parking Update pg. 10


We’re building on Northville’s farsighted 
streetscape priority since Mainstreet ’78


https://patch.com/michigan/northville/mainstreet-78-bolstered-downtowns-viability


2009 Streetscape


2016


2006



https://patch.com/michigan/northville/mainstreet-78-bolstered-downtowns-viability





List of Action Sites


NOTES:   - Line items are specific intersections and passageways comprising or affecting each Action Site.
- Content is unchanged from 2021 Study as presented to Council and Planning.
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Map of Action Sites


Action Sites (new map)


1. Seven Mile Corridor (S1)


2. South Center Improvements (S5)


3. Old Core Improvements (S6)


4. River St. Neighborhood Parkway (S7)


5. Doheny Safe School Passageway (S9)


Cooperative Site


C1. Beck Road Corridor Improvement


(see pages 7 and 29 in Study)


The Mobility Network Team will cooperate with and 


report out from the ongoing work of the ‘Beck to the 


Future’ Task Force. They execute the actual project.


Update pg. 12…see Study pg. 9







Action Site 1.1, Seven Mile near S. Main Update pg. 13…see Study pg. 11







Action Site S1.3 & S1.3 Update pg. 6…Study pg. 14 & 17Action Sites 1.2 and 1.3, the Roundabouts Update pg. 14…see Study pg. 14







Action Site 1.2 & 1.3, with existing Hines connection Update pg. 15







Action Site 1.2 & 1.3 –Hines Roundabout Connected Update pg. 16







Action Site S1.3 & S1.3 Update pg. 6…Study pg. 14 & 17Action Site S5, South Center Calming Update pg. 17…see Study pg. 18







‘Walkable’ South Center Street Update pg. 18







Action Site S6, Old Core (Part 1) Update pg. 19…see Study pg. 20







C02 & C03 – Evaluating Cady Lane Offset at Center Update pg. 20


Washington State guidance is 
11:1 taper rate for offset 


intersection lanes like Cady.


We are more than TWICE 
that, raising our concern.  We 
are seeking expert guidance.







Action Site S1.3 & S1.3 Update pg. 6…Study pg. 14 & 17Action Sites 6.1 & 6.2, Old Core (Part 2) Update pg. 21…see Study pg. 20







C40, C41, and C42 – Lane Use & Direction Update pg. 22







Cady ‘De-Kink’ at Main Street Bend Update pg. 23







Action Site S1.3 & S1.3 Update pg. 6…Study pg. 14 & 17Action Site S7, River Street and Beal Bridge Update pg. 24…Study pg. 23







River Street Neighborhood Parkway Update pg. 25







Action Site S1.3 & S1.3 Update pg. 6…Study pg. 14 & 17Action Site S9, Doheny Passageway Update pg. 26…see Study pg. 27







Direction and Support Update pg. 27


We ask City Council’s direction and support as follows:


❑ We will continue to collaborate with City Administration initiatives and their 


consultants to reinforce this work.  Please ensure our participation.


❑ Beyond these initiatives, we have been unable to advance the most promising 


solutions.  We see two kinds of limitations, often together:


▪ Wayne County Ownership…Please escalate our cooperation with them.


▪ Uncertain Funding Strategy…Please enable a broad approach across federal, state, 


county, adjacent township, SEMCOG, and private sources.


❑ Finally, both meaningful evaluation and successful funding require engineering study.  


We have identified five urgent needs:


▪ A10:  Hines-New Griswold/Seven roundabout with Downs southern connection.


▪ B01: South Center Street calming by bump-outs and parking with reduced speed.


▪ C58/D11:  Cady/Main Bend Intersection, both Cady ‘de-kink’ and safe crosswalks.


▪ E01:  River Street Passageway, important to River Park and balanced traffic sharing. 


▪ S6: Old Core adjustments addressing Pedestrian Safety/Comfort and Traffic Flow.







The Team 


Dave Gutman - Chair


John Carter


Susan Haifleigh


Kathy Spillane


AnnaMaryLee Vollick


Lori Ward – Dir. DDA


Sustainability Team Key ContributorsRiver Task Force


Nancy Darga - Chair


Michelle Aniol


John Carter


Dave Gutman


Susan Haifleigh


Kathy Spillane


AnnaMaryLee Vollick


Mike Domine - Dir. DPW 


John Roby
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Thank you!
Q & A
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