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March 21, 2019

Meetings

Parks & Recreation Commission - Wed., March 27, 6:30 p.m. - Township Hall

Agendas and minutes are available by clicking here

This Just In...

City Council Recap
March 18, 2019



Proposed zoning ordinance amendments - first reading of two

Articles 11; General Commercial District Seven Mile - South Main Street
Overlay (SM-O). The zoning ordinance text amendments were derived from
the Planning Commission's public hearing on Jan. 15, 2019, to create the
SM-O. Proposed changes include the addition of residential development and
limiting outdoor storage and vehicular-related special land uses. Please see
the full text on the website.

1. 

Articles 18 and 26; Outdoor Storage in Apparatus - The proposed
amendments would prohibit storage of materials, equipment and other items
in vehicles (defined as "apparatus") such as campers, travel trailers, boats
and utility trailers while parked on a property. It also adds a minimum
side/rear yard setback of seven (7) feet for parked "apparatus." Please see
the full text on the website.

2. 

Repair of patrol vehicle 13-1 - City Council approved a request from Police Chief
Alan Maciag to pay $5,658 of a $9,448 repair bill to replace the engine on the 2013
Taurus, with Ford Motor Co. paying the balance. While the car has 46,711 miles, the
idling hours amount to 294,000 miles. The care will be repaired at Blackwell Ford in
Plymouth. After, the car be will used as an administrative vehicle rather than a
patrol vehicle to reduce wear and tear.

Pair of police vehicles - City Council approved the purchase of two new patrol
vehicles for the Police Department. The 2019 Chevy Tahoes will arrive in the
summer and replace two older vehicles. The cost is $71,538 ($35,769 each),
purchased through Oakland County's competitive bid program. They will replace
two 2011 Ford Crown Victorias.

MDOT Transportation Economic Development Grant - City Council supported
two grant applications being submitted by DPW Director Loyd Cureton to the State



of Michigan, which unveiled an additional source of road funding. The grants are
seeking $85,000 in 2019 and $250,000 in 2020.

MDOT Act 51 Annual Road Mileage certification - City Council approved a
resolution required by the Michigan Department of Transportation that adds
approximately 140 feet of Butler Ave. to the City of Northville's public road system. 
This addition will yield an additional $95 per year in road funding.

Public Comments:

Nancy Kerry, of 661 W. Main, made several points. She thanked the City for doing a
good job clearing snow/ice from the City streets after snowfalls. She said the City
needs to monitor the sidewalk in front of Main Street School so it's kept open during
construction. She asked about the process for public comment to zoning changes.
The mayor said if the zoning item is on the agenda for City Council, the public can
comment during that time.

Michigan State Senator Dayna Polehanki, District 7, greeted Council and said she
wanted to assist the City with their needs in Lansing. Mayor Roth asked her to
support their request for additional road funding through the MDOT Transportation
Economic Development Grant. She agreed to have her office follow through.

View the video here.

_____________________________________________________________________

March 24-30
Severe Weather Awareness Week



The Oakland County Homeland Security Division will be engaging in various
education efforts during Severe Weather Awareness Week.  These efforts include
instruction on suggested preparations for minimizing the loss of life and destruction
of property that can result from severe weather.  

In an effort to promote severe weather safety preparedness, a special test of the
outdoor warning system will be held on Wednesday, March 27, 2019 at 1 p.m.

The purposeof this test is to raise the awareness level of citizens and offer schools
and businesses an opportunity to test their internal disaster plans during normal
business hours.

For more information please visit www.oakgov.com/homelandsecurity

_____________________________________________________________________

Seniors gathered to celebrate St. Patrick's Day



Northville Senior Services hosted a party for seniors on March 14, 2019 to celebrate
St. Patrick's Day. The event featured an Irish lunch of corned beef and fixings; a
costume contest; and entertainment by the Irish duo Siusan O'Rourke and Zig
Zeitler.

Photos by Liz Cezat

City Council Member Patrick Giesa helped serve lunch.



Senior Services Supervisor Pam Cameron applauds winners of the men's costume
contest, from left: Donald Degeorge and first-place winner Russell Elvy (center). Elvy
received a gift basket as a prize.

See more photos on the City's website.

_____________________________________________________________________



Events / Things to Do

MARCH 1 - 23: The 13th Annual
Members' Exhibition
Art House Exhibit

The exhibition is held in appreciation of
members who have generously supported the
growth and creativity of the organization and
arts in the community over the past year. This
exhibition will showcase the talents of more

than 55 current member artists through original works of art created in a variety of
media and styles.



_____________________________________________________________________

MARCH 1 - 23: The Northville Art House Student Exhibition - Lower
Gallery

The exhibition will feature a diverse collection of work created by students of all
ages enrolled in classes at the Northville Art House.

_____________________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________________

Maybury Farm making maple syrup
tours  



Tours are every Saturday and Sunday in
March at 1 p.m., 1:45 p.m., 2:30 p.m., 3:15
p.m. and 4 p.m.

Looking for something fun to do with the
family?  Ever wondered how delicious maple
syrup gets made?  Well look no further.

The tour begins with a wagon ride out to the Sugar Bush. Once you arrive, you will
head into the woods where you will learn about the maple tree, how to tap it, and
then collect the sap.  You may even get a chance to taste the sap straight from the
tree. The wagon will then take you back to the Sugar Shack where you will watch
and learn how the sap is converted into delicious maple syrup, how syrup is graded,
and also how to try making maple syrup at home.

Once your tour is finished, you are invited to warm up in the Maybury Farm
Welcome Center where hot drinks and snacks are available to enjoy next to the
toasty wood stove. Pure Michigan Maple Syrup is available for purchase and we
offer free recipes for you to try with your maple syrup at home. This is a fun and
educational experience for all ages and a great farm tour to enjoy with your family.

This event is popular and space is limited, so arrive early to reserve your spot. To
schedule a private Farm Tour for groups of 15 or more, call 248-374-0200.

Maybury Farm is located at 50165 Eight Mile Road in Northville.  The cost for the
Making Maple Syrup Tours is $8 per person and children 2 and under are free.  Visit
www.mayburyfarm.org to learn more, or contact Diana Wallace, interim farm
director, at 248-916-3033 or diana@mayburyfarm.org.

About Maybury Farm
Maybury Farm is operated by the Northville Community Foundation, a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization. Maybury Farm is a working farm with a mission to connect
the community to animals and agriculture through hands-on experiences that are
both engaging and educational. Maybury Farm is open to the public Tuesday-
Sunday beginning April 16.  The Farm offers Farm Tours, story time, Farm Camp,
special events, birthday parties, and a fall Corn Maze.  For more information, please
visit www.mayburyfarm.org or www.facebook.com/mayburyfarm

_____________________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________________

Historic Resource Council 2017 Directory is available



City Hall has a copy of the Historic Resource Council 2017 Directory, which lists
architects, contractors, suppliers and others who specialize in historic preservation,
rehabilitation and adaptation of historic structures and houses. This directory will
interest residents of historic homes, owners of businesses in historic buildings and
others who own property or are involved in the City's Historic District. The book can
be viewed at City Hall and online at Michigan Historic Preservation Network's
website: www.mhpn.org (see the publications page).

Around Town

What to do if a water main breaks

Each year the City has between 10 and 20 water main breaks, and most of these
happen when the temperatures are below freezing. If residents see water bubbling
out of the ground, contact the Public Works Department at 248-449-9930 or
248-349-1234 after hours and report its location. The sooner the leak is identified
and reported, the quicker it can be repaired, reducing the chances of contamination
entering the water system, and minimizing the cost for lost water.

At Home

Free home fire safety review

The Northville City Fire Department, which serves the Cities of Northville and
Plymouth, offers free home fire safety reviews. Simply contact the Department at
248-449-9920 to schedule an appointment. A team of Fire Department personnel
will meet with you at your home and review items such as smoke detectors,
electrical outlets, storage of flammable materials, home escape plans and other
items that can have an impact on home fire safety.

The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) reports that in 2014, structure fires
caused 2,860 deaths, 13,425 injuries and $9.8 billion in property damage. Home fire
safety reviews can help reduce the risk of fire and its consequences.

_____________________________________________________________________

Northville Police Department has free gun safety locks

Don't take the risk of having an unlocked gun get into the wrong hands - especially
if you have young children and teenagers. Stop in at the Northville Police
Department lobby to get your free gun safety lock. There are no forms to fill out and
no waiting.

_____________________________________________________________________



Sewage backups

The State of Michigan Public Act 222 of 2001, known as sewer backup legislation,
clarifies when municipalities are liable for sewer backups, sets standards to
determine the extent of which a municipality is liable for sewer backups, and
establishes a process to seek compensation when a backup occurs.

Persons making a claim for property damage or physical injury must prove that the
public sewer had a defect. In addition, it must be proven that the governmental
agency knew or should have known about the defect, and that the governmental
agency, having the legal authority to do so, failed to take reasonable steps in a
reasonable amount of time to repair, correct, or remedy the defect.

If you experience an overflow or backup of a sewage disposal system or storm
water system and seek reimbursement, you must file a written claim with the City of
Northville within 45 days after the overflow or backup is discovered. Claim forms
may be obtained by calling the City of Northville Department of Public Works at
248-449-9930. Completed claim forms should be mailed to the City of Northville,
Attn: City Clerk, 215 W. Main Street, Northville, Michigan, 48167.

When presenting a written claim, you will be required to provide the following items:

Copies of receipts for cleaning costs, plumbing bills, or other bills.1. 
List of the damaged items and receipts to prove the ages of your items.
Reimbursement for the Actual Cash Value of damaged items is the maximum
amount payable.

2. 

Please make an attempt to provide pictures of anything you wish to claim that
was damaged due to the sewer backup.

3. 

The filing of a claim does not guarantee reimbursement.

Most homeowner's insurance does not cover sewage backups, but insurance can
often be obtained as an added item. Ask your insurance provider about this option.
Also, consider having a plumber install a check valve - backflow preventer - to help
minimize the risk of backups and related damage.

Business

Scheduling online inspections

Contractors and homeowners in the City of Northville may schedule inspections
using the online inspection portal. The portal allows users to request all types of
inspections, such as building, electrical, plumbing and heating. Users must have
their assigned permit number when using the Inspection portal.

If you are requesting an inspection for the following business day, it must be
scheduled by 3:30 p.m.



_____________________________________________________________________

Paperless billing option for utilities

Utility bill customers may now sign up to receive email bills or arrange for automatic
payment through the City's website. E-bills are emailed on the billing date with a full
page bill attached in pdf format. Automatic payment is an arrangement between the
customer's bank and our bank by which the amount due is deducted from the
customer's account each due date. You can sign up here or call 248-449-9901 with
questions.

_____________________________________________________________________

Get social with City Hall online

Follow our Facebook page (Northville
City Hall, Michigan) and our Twitter
account @NorthvilleCity.

You will be able to see stories, photos and videos of the City's people, places and
events. We'll let you know about City services, such as trash pick up, payment of
taxes and utility bills, and roads under construction. Plus, we want to hear from you.
Share your photos and comments; ask questions. If you "like" the Northville
Facebook page, you'll see our posts in your news feed.

_____________________________________________________________________

Add your name to the City News mailing list

To receive City News in your email, sign up below (if you are viewing the e-mail
version) or here.

If you have comments or requests for specific news items, please e-mail Liz Cezat,
communications manager, at lcezat@ci.northville.mi.us.

_____________________________________________________________________
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