
A weekly eNewsletter for the community - Jan. 7, 2021

Meetings This Just In Events/Things to Do

Business Around Town At Home

Meetings

Agendas and minutes are available by clicking here

All meetings listed will be held via video conference in compliance with the Open Meetings Act.
Members of the public body and members of the public participating electronically will be
considered present at the meeting and may participate as if physically present at the meeting.

(note time) City Council - Goals & Objectives - Monday, Jan. 11, 6:30 p.m.
Link to attend meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88499580615 or US: +1 301 715 8592 or +1 312 626 6799
Webinar ID: 884 9958 0615

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/government/agendas_and_minutes
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88499580615
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88499580615
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88499580615
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85824883913
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85824883913
https://www.facebook.com/northvillecityhall
https://twitter.com/NorthvilleCity


City Council & DDA Joint Town Hall - Tuesday, Jan. 12, 7 p.m. Link to attend meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85824883913 Or Telephone: + 312 626 6799 or +1 646 558 8656,
Webinar ID: 858 2488 3913

Housing Commission - Wednesday, Jan. 13, 6 p.m. Link to attend meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87488881777 Or US: +1 646 558 8656 or +1 312 626 6799 
Webinar ID: 874 8888 1777

Anyone needing assistance or accommodations should contact the City Manager's office at 248-
449-9905. More information about online meetings and a user guide are available here.

This Just In
City Council recap of Jan. 4 meeting

City Council approved the tentative
agreement between the City and two police
unions –Command Officers Association of
Michigan (COAM) and Patrol Officers
Association of Michigan (POAM) – for a four-
year contract beginning Jan. 1, 2021. The
contract calls for a wage increase of 3% in
the first year and 2.5% in years two-four. In
addition, permanent 12-hour shift language
was added and operational changes such
as  promotions, discipline, and shift bids were
implemented.  Labor Attorney Steve Schwartz negotiated the contract along with City Manager
Pat Sullivan, Police Captain Greg Hannewald, Finance Director Sandi Wiktorowski and Chief of
Police Alan Maciag. 

Appointments 

Two members were appointed to the Northville Youth Network Commission as City
representatives. Marianne Barry was newly appointed to fill a vacancy and Suzanne Lynn was
reappointed. Both will serve a three-year term expiring Dec. 31, 2023.

There were no public comments. 

City Council Communications – Patrick Giesa provided an updated on the Sustainability Team,
who met with City Manager Pat Sullivan and Planning consultant Sally Elmiger to discuss how
the group’s goals will fit with City Council’s 2021 plans. The team made a presentation to the
Mayor’s Town Hall in December and will present to the Historic District Commission in January.
Barbara Moroski-Browne said the Ford Field Task Force met for the first time in December, and
will hold a Jan. 14 meeting and embark on a Jan. 9 field trip to tour the river area in Birmingham.
Marilyn Price thanked Marianne Barry and Suzanne Lynn for serving terms on NYN and
mentioned that several well-qualified candidates applied. Sam Ekong noted that he may not be
able to complete his tenure as a City Council member since he is in the process of selling his
home. He will keep Council members apprised. Mayor Brian Turnbull wished all a Happy New
Year and encouraged people to “mask up and stay safe.” 

View the video here. 

Take the survey to help update 3Take the survey to help update 3
subareas in the Master Plan subareas in the Master Plan 
 
The City wants your perspective on how to define
development goals for three key areas of Northville:
Cady St., the Racetrack and S. Center St.
Developers want to transform this prominent,

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85824883913
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85824883913
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/government/agendas_and_minutes
https://vimeo.com/497275985


desirable land into homes, apartments, retail space
and mixed-use buildings in the years ahead. What
should it look like? 

The second survey, open through Jan. 31, will help
consolidate public input into how this desirable
section of town should grow and prosper. The
shared vision derived from public input measures
will become the blueprint for how the City wants
development to occur as the Planning Commission
revises these subareas of the Master Plan. 

When completed, the data and comments will be
combined with results from the first survey and
public comments obtained during open houses, via
emails and letters, and at Planning Commission
meetings. 

This survey is more detailed than the first one and asks questions about difficult choices often
encountered when planning for future growth. It explores each of the subareas with questions
about many topics, including building height, density, walkability, and parks - not just green
space but also the concept of integrating retail and event vendors along a common public area,
such as a riverwalk. It also addresses limitations, such as the flood plain around the Downs, and
the fact that development must be profitable for the developer/builder.  

The survey was drafted by the Public Input Subcommittee and Carlisle Wortman Associates, and
includes suggestions from the full Planning Commission as well as public comment. It takes
approximately 30 minutes to complete.

This will be the last formal opportunity for residents and others vested in the future of Northville
to provide input into these three subareas before the Master Plan revision is drafted, noted
Public Input Subcommittee Member Donna Tinberg. 

Click here for the link to the survey. If you can’t complete the survey online, please contact the
City manager’s office for a paper copy.

When the survey concludes, CWA will consolidate the responses, find themes within the open-
ended questions, and present results to the subcommittee and Planning Commission, which may
accept those findings or draw different conclusions. Initial data is expected to be released about
four to six weeks after the survey closes. 
                                          

Take the survey Take the survey herehere..

City uses new branding in 2021City uses new branding in 2021
 
It’s a New Year and the City is using a new logo with a modern typography rendered in earth
tones of green, tan and rust. The new logo (see bottom of this issue) replaces a nameplate used
on the City website that featured the Northville name, the iconic downtown clock with the
signature line: Historically Distinctive. It also replaces an historic logo used in City letterhead and
on signage and vehicles that was distinguished by curlicues around the letters of Northville
rendered in burgundy.

The Downtown Development Authority (DDA) will use the logo with a circular swirl backdrop that
mirrors the graphics used in the City’s directional signs. New signs will be installed at City Hall
and gateway entrances to the City throughout the year.

Bizzell Design of North Carolina was contracted in 2019 to create a new branding identity for the
DDA, which represents the business interests of downtown Northville retailers and restaurants.
The logo package, which cost $75,000, was presented to City Council in Fall 2020 and they
agreed to its implementation. Bizzell also developed the directional signs seen around town in a
separate project completed several years ago.

New mastheads have been created for Northville Matters and City News by Julie Nyhus, a local
graphic designer. They are being used for the first issues of 2021 in both publications (see top of

https://survey.sogosurvey.com/r/tol9j1
https://survey.sogosurvey.com/r/tol9j1


this issue).

To see how the logo will be used, view the brand guidelines document.

City Hall is open byCity Hall is open by
appointment onlyappointment only
City Hall remains open by appointment only. It will
be closed for New Years on Dec. 31 and Jan. 1.

Please use the drop box at the circular drive and
in the vestibule for any payments (including winter
taxes) or for business that can’t be done online.
For winter taxes, your cancelled check serves as
your receipt. 

Do not include cash when making payments. If you must pay by cash, please schedule an
appointment.

Most staff will be working remotely. There will be some staff in the office during regular business
hours to fulfill requests made by appointment, such as providing documents, accepting cash
payments, and offering other services that can’t be done online or through the drop box.

The switch to being open by appointment only came during an increase in COVID-19 cases
regionally and statewide. City Hall will reopen when it is safe to do so, based on State Health
Dept. guidelines and the pandemic's impact on the Northville community.

Visit our COVID-19 page for news and updates  about City services. If you have questions
about City services, please call the City manager at 248-449-9905 or send an email
to info@ci.northville.mi.us. The main number is 248-349-1300. For department emails, please
view the directory. 

Follow us on twitter and Facebook for more immediate updates. Emergency notifications from
Nixle will also be posted to Facebook. To sign up for this free service, visit the Nixle website.

Northvillians,Northvillians,
                                                                                                               
Congratulations! We’ve made it to 2021 … that’s not a futuristic year anymore. As you’ve heard
me often say, we truly have to know where we’ve been to plan our future. And never is it truer
than when we look back at 2020.  I appreciate how so many citizens engaged in various civic
undertakings, good causes and charitable local activities. I encourage you to continue sharing
your time and talents with those around you in community.

It’s that time of year to look at New Year’s resolutions.  The following tips have been shared with
me to help make those resolutions STICK: Tell friends your resolutions; don’t give up on them;
create visual cues; set yourself up for success; limit the number you make; take advantage of
technology; and celebrate your achievements. This year, we see the glimmer of light that is the
end of this pandemic tunnel.  So, go big on those resolutions!

In this week’s letter, I’ll highlight another historic gateway from our past and touch on a golden
anniversary of a present-day iconic business in the Ville.  But first, let’s look at the latest news:

• The AstraZeneca vaccine, the third to be rolled out (after Pfizer and Moderna) has been
approved in the U.K., clearing the path for a reasonably easy-to-store shot that much of the world
will rely on to fight the pandemic. (New York Times)

• Logistics for scheduling COVID-19 vaccines across Michigan are diligently being studied and
firmed up. (WayneCounty.com).  Thank you in advance for scheduling your vaccination when it’s
your time.  

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_11895878/File/Services/Communications/R-NVL-Brand Guidelines.pdf
mailto:info@ci.northville.mi.us
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/cms/one.aspx?pageId=13535831
https://www.nixle.com/


Read the entire letter here or view it on the City website.

Keep that Northville Faith! 
Stay #NorthvilleStrong!

Brian Turnbull
Mayor, City of Northville

Planning Commission recap of the Jan. 5 meetingPlanning Commission recap of the Jan. 5 meeting
The Master Plan amendment drafting process will be worked on by the full Planning
Commission. The draft is expected to be completed by July, and sent to City Council for
distribution to neighboring communities.

The Planning Commission reviewed and discussed two documents provided by Planning
Consultant Sally Elmiger.  One corrects ordinance language regarding a defunct building height
overlay (footnote 18), and the second addresses the new trend for residential rooftop uses. A
public hearing will be held for the footnote correction when other public hearings are scheduled
(to be announced).  

For the 2021 term, Donna Tinberg was elected chair while Steve Kirk will serve as vice chair. 

Of note: At the December meeting, it was determined that the Subcommittee on Public
Engagement will be disbanded after results are reviewed from survey #2, which closes on Jan.
31. At that point, the subcommittee will have concluded its task of getting community input for
updates to three subarea plans in the Master Plan.                     

2021 parking permits now being issued2021 parking permits now being issued 
 
Parking permits are required if you park your vehicle on the street or in a parking lot overnight on
a regular basis. Citizens are advised to submit their application and payment for a 2021 parking
permit online or by drop box. If you are using cash or a credit card to obtain a parking permit,
make an appointment by calling 248-349-1300.
 
The parking permit application is on the website. Parking permit application forms and drop
boxes are located in the vestibules at City Hall - inside the Police Department and front entrance.
There is also a drop box on the front circular drive. When using the drop box, enclose the
application and payment (check or money order – no cash) in an envelope marked: Parking
Permit. Citizens will be contacted when parking stickers are ready for pickup. 

For questions about parking permits, call 248-305-2715 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays. 

A parking moratorium is in effect until Jan. 19 to allow people more time to purchase their 2021
passes and not incur a ticket for parking on City streets and municipal lots between 3 a.m. and 5
a.m. 

Parks & Recreation offers online programsParks & Recreation offers online programs

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/news/what_s_new/community_update_from_mayor_turnbull
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_11895878/File/Services/PoliceDept/Forms/ParkingPermitApplication.pdf


Many popular exercise programs will resume in 2021 on Zoom. The Community Center is closed. In-
person classes have been suspended until further notice due to COVID-19. Visit the Parks and Recreation
website for information on new programs and for refunds, credits, and rescheduling programs and
events. 

Things to do o do

Gnomes have invadedGnomes have invaded
Northville Northville 
Grab your bestie or family members and
tour the ‘Ville to find dozens of adorable
gnomes – hiding in plain sight. Be part of
the Gnome Around Northville Scavenger
Hunt, sponsored by the Northville
Downtown Development Authority (DDA)
and Northville Art House.  

Make your trip to Downtown Northville,
enjoy Heat in the Street and join the
scavenger hunt. This free community event
is great for individuals, couples and families
of all ages.

The hunt has begun. Can you find all 23
gnomes?

Here’s the first clue: Start this scavenger hunt with a gnome in the CENTER of it all, at a
business in the STATE that helps people personalize their insurance plans. She is not a
“FARM”er or from BOSTON but is a long-time Michigander.

This is a driving/walking scavenger hunt throughout Downtown Northville. A map of downtown
can be found here. We encourage you to take a photo of the clue so that you can refer back to it
on your travels.

There are 15 clues and 23 Gnomes that will help you make your way around Northville. Please
help us spread the word by using the hashtag #GnomeAroundNorthville when posting selfies
taken throughout your journey. Post to one or all of these sites: 
Facebook GnomeAroundNorthville
Instagram GnomeAroundNorthville
Event website

Enter the contest for a chance to win a $100 Northville Chamber gift check by posting a selfie to
social media and completing the digital form listed on the final clue. The scavenger hunt ends
Jan. 31 with a drawing on Feb. 1 for the winner of the gift check. 

Heat in the Street brings joy & funHeat in the Street brings joy & fun
 
The “Heat in the Street” event is in full swing with vendor
stands and eating pods to expand the restaurant scene and
create a European-style outdoor bistro area.

The stands are typically open Friday, 4-9 p.m., Saturday, 12-
9 p.m. and Sunday, 12-6 p.m. in Town Square.

Several restaurants have erected structures outside their buildings to continue serving patrons
while abiding by State mandates that closed indoor dining due to a spike in COVID-19 cases.
For a full list of restaurants, visit the DDA website.

http://www.northvilleparksandrec.org/
https://www.downtownnorthville.com/1/163/files/NDDA_WalkingMap_August2017_web.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/gnomearoundnorthville
https://www.instagram.com/gnomearoundnorthville/
https://northvillearthouse.org/gnomearoundnorthville
https://www.downtownnorthville.com/1/163/index.asp


About the image: An artist's rendering of pods and stands set up in Town Square.

Doing Business

Online payments for utility bills, taxes and moreOnline payments for utility bills, taxes and more
 
Citizens can pay online for taxes, utilities, delinquent property taxes and other miscellaneous
payments. Go directly to the BS&A website and enter your address. You will be redirected to
the Point & Pay website to make a payment, which also includes a convenience fee of 3% for
credit cards (minimum $2) and for e-checks a $3 fee for payments up to $10,000 or $10 for any
amount over $10,000.

Around Town

Report a burned-out streetlightReport a burned-out streetlight
Streetlight out? Businesses and residents can report streetlight outages online at the DTE
streetlight outage reporting tool. Businesses and residents who have a DTE wooden power pole
on or adjacent to their property are eligible to have outdoor protective lighting installed on the
pole to illuminate their private property. Residents may even qualify for no up-front cost
installation. Please call 866-503-0627 and leave a message with your contact information for a
response from a DTE representative within three business days.

Pedestrian safety crossings – watch for the signsPedestrian safety crossings – watch for the signs
The City has "Stop for Crosswalk" signs at several intersections and popular areas for pedestrian
crossings. They are located at Rogers and Main, West and Main, N. Center near Baseline,
Griswold and E. Cady and on the south side of Northville Square (W. Cady) leading to the public
parking lot #4. The signs allow for safer crossings and alert drivers that pedestrians already
crossing the street have the right-of-way. Vehicles are advised to stop if they can safely do so
and allow a pedestrian waiting at the crosswalk to enter it and cross the street. If you have any
questions about their use, please contact the Police Department.

Keep your dog on a leash in public parksKeep your dog on a leash in public parks
 
Ford Field is a popular place to take dogs for a walk for a run. Police monitor this park regularly
to ensure that dog owners are following the ordinance for keeping dogs on leash. When dogs run
off leash, it may cause dogs on leashes to react aggressively toward them; in addition, some
adults and children are fearful of dogs running off leash.
 
Any person violating Section 10-2 of the ordinance shall be responsible for a municipal civil
infraction punishable by a civil fine of not more than $500 and the cost of prosecution.

DPW clears snow from streetsDPW clears snow from streets
When it snows, you’ll find the City of Northville snow plows and trucks out to clear local streets.
Typically, the plows begin removing snow on major streets such as Center, Main and Taft. The
plows then move on to streets with steep hills and sharp curves, before tending to
neighborhoods, parking lots, alleys and cemetery roads.
Wayne County plows snow from the streets of Griswold, 7 Mile, Northville Road, and 8 Mile, east
of Taft. Oakland County is responsible for clearing snow on 8 Mile, west of Taft, and Novi Road.
Salt is used sparingly to avoid damage to roads and run-off into the Rouge River, but may be
applied when conditions warrant it, especially at intersections. 
Keep sidewalks clear of snow and ice – Property owners (residents and businesses) must
clear sidewalks within 24 hours of a snow or ice event by ordinance. When clearing snow, do not
blow or shovel snow into any roadway. The DPW only clears sidewalks that are on City-owned or

https://bsaonline.com/?uid=1917
https://dteenergy.com/cso/pltr/initTrouble.do?customerType=residential


operated properties, such as those at City Hall, the Fire Station and cemeteries. Prompt removal
of snow reduces the need for salt. That means less salt travels to storm drains, which discharge
into the Middle Rouge River.

At Home

Recycling of Christmas treesRecycling of Christmas trees
 
Christmas trees (without plastic wrap or any decorations) will be picked up and recycled into
wood chips through the week of Jan. 25. After that date, any tree left at the curb will be picked up
with the regular trash collection and taken to the landfill. 

SSewer back upewer back up
 
An individual making a claim for property damage or physical injury due to sewerage backup on
their property must prove that the public sewer had a defect. Further, they must prove that the
City of Northville knew or should have known about the defect, in the exercise of reasonable
diligence, and failed to take timely action to repair or remedy the defect.
These steps are outlined in the State of Michigan’s Public Act 222 of 2001, known as sewer
backup legislation. The legislation clarifies when municipalities are liable for sewer backups, sets
standards to determine the extent to which a municipality is liable, and provides a process to
seek compensation when a backup occurs.

If you experience an overflow or backup of a sewage disposal system or storm water system and
seek reimbursement, you must file a written claim with the City of Northville within 45 days after
the overflow or backup is discovered. Claim forms may be obtained online, by calling DPW at
248-449-9930 or inquiring at the front desk of City Hall.

When presenting a written claim, you will be required to provide the following items:
1.  Copies of receipts for cleaning costs, plumbing bills, or other bills.
2.   List of the damaged items and receipts to prove the age of your items. Reimbursement for
the actual cash value of damaged items is the maximum amount payable.
3.   If possible, bring pictures of items damaged during the storm water or sewer back-up.
The filing of a claim does not guarantee reimbursement.
 
Most homeowner’s insurance does not cover sewage backups but insurance often can be
obtained as an added item. Also, consider having a plumber install a check valve - backflow
preventer - to reduce the risk of backups and related damage.

Brush collection every TuesdayBrush collection every Tuesday
As part of the City’s compost program, residents can place branches at the curb without bundling
or bagging them. Branches 6 feet long and up to 6 inches in diameter can be placed at the curb
for removal by the City’s solid waste collection contractor. This program benefits residents who
do a lot of tree and bush trimming, and also expedites clean-up after a storm.
 
Every Tuesday, year-round, a crew will come through each neighborhood and chip any branches
left at the curb. Branches must be in the street right-of-way (between the street and the
sidewalk). Stack the branches neatly behind the curb with the cut ends facing the street.
Homeowners are responsible for cleaning up small branches left behind after the large brush
piles are removed.
 
The City’s compost program does not accept roots, stumps, dirt, lumber, railroad ties or any
wood with metal in it. Residents can dispose of firewood pieces, lumber and stumps with their
normal weekly garbage (Maximum 35 gallon cans and 60 lb. weight limit).

Fire Dept. service helps adults install and use child safety seatsFire Dept. service helps adults install and use child safety seats

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_11895878/File/Services/PublicWorksDept/WaterSewer/SewerAdjustmentForm.pdf


 
New parents may find child safety seats daunting to install and use. They can get assistance
from the Northville Fire Department, which has several members trained as nationally certified
Child Passenger Safety Technicians (CPST). These members help parents (or babysitters and
grandparents) by reviewing their use of the seat in their car, truck or SUV to ensure they are
installing it correctly. They also instruct parents and guardians how to position the seat, check for
damage and be aware of product recalls. Check out the website for what you need to know prior
to the appointment. This one-on-one education typically takes 20-30 minutes, depending on your
car seat and vehicle. To schedule an appointment at either the Northville or Plymouth fire station,
call 248-449-9902.

Don’t flush wipesDon’t flush wipes
 
Remember to put personal wipes and baby wipes in the trash, do not flush them down the toilet
even if the package says they are flushable. While wipes may be branded as "flushable," they
create problems in the sewer lines due to the vast quantity being flushed. Plus, the wipes can
become entangled in sewer parts and bind together with other wipes and any grease that’s in the
sewer. Fats as well as wipes should be thrown away not flushed away.

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/services/fire_department/child_passenger_safety_technicians


Follow us on Facebook Follow us on Facebook (Northville City Hall, Michigan)(Northville City Hall, Michigan) and and
TwitterTwitter  @NorthvilleCity@NorthvilleCity

View these social media platforms to see stories, photos and videos of the
City's people, places and events. We'll let you know about City services, such

https://www.facebook.com/northvillecityhall/
https://www.facebook.com/northvillecityhall/
https://www.facebook.com/northvillecityhall/
https://www.facebook.com/northvillecityhall/
https://twitter.com/NorthvilleCity


as trash pick-up, payment of taxes and utility bills, and roads under
construction. Plus, we want to hear from you. Share your photos and
comments; ask questions. If you "like" the Northville Facebook page, you'll see
our posts in your news feed.

Add your name to the City News mailing list
To receive City News in your email, sign up below (if you are
viewing the e-mail version) or here.

If you have comments or requests for specific news items,
please e-mail Liz Cezat, communications manager,
at lcezat@ci.northville.mi.us.
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