
A weekly eNewsletter for the community - Jan. 14, 2021

Meetings This Just In Events/Things to Do

Business Around Town At Home

City offices will be closed on Monday, Jan. 18 in observance of
Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

Meetings

Agendas and minutes are available by clicking here

All meetings listed will be held via video conference in compliance with the Open Meetings Act.
Members of the public body and members of the public participating electronically will be
considered present at the meeting and may participate as if physically present at the meeting.

(Note date) City Council - Tuesday, Jan. 19, 7 p.m. Link to attend meeting:

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/government/agendas_and_minutes
https://www.facebook.com/northvillecityhall
https://twitter.com/NorthvilleCity


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86527629995 US: +1 312 626 6799 or +1 646 558 8656
Webinar ID: 865 2762 9995

Downtown Development Authority - Tuesday, Jan. 19, 8 a.m. Link to attend meeting will be
available at https://www.downtownnorthville.com/1/163/board_agendas_and_packets.asp when
assigned.

Planning Commission - Tuesday, Jan. 19, 7 p.m. Link to attend meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83059760752 US: +1 646 558 8656 or +1 301 715 8592
Webinar ID: 830 5976 0752

Historic District Commission - Wednesday, Jan. 20, 7 p.m. Link to attend meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88117068264 US: +1 301 715 8592 or +1 312 626 6799
Webinar ID: 881 1706 8264

Senior Advisory Commission - Thursday, Jan. 21, 1 p.m. Link to attend meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82536974203 Meeting ID: 825 3697 4203

Anyone needing assistance or accommodations should contact the City Manager's office at 248-
449-9905. More information about online meetings and a user guide are available here.

This Just In
City Council reviews goalsCity Council reviews goals
and objectives, approvesand objectives, approves
emergency road repairemergency road repair
City Council held a special meeting
on Jan. 11 to explore the City’s goals
and objectives for the upcoming fiscal
year (FY) 2021-2022 and review the
accomplishments of 2020. Eleven
departments provided written reports
and answered questions from Council
members. City Manager Pat Sullivan
presented an overview of those goals
and will revise them based on Council
feedback for a second presentation in the next few months.

Council voted in favor of emergency road funding to repair a damaged section of pavement
on Novi Street between Langfield and Maplewood on the City’s northeast side. It was first noticed
when a work crew went to the area on New Year’s Eve to repair a broken water main. Over time,
water had seeped under the pavement, eroded it and caused it to become unstable. Nagle
Paving, of Livonia, which had repaired City roads for the past several years, was called to the
site to evaluate the work involved and provide a quote for emergency repairs. 

The road was already slated for repair in the upcoming construction season, so work done now
will shore up the road until the larger repair can be made in the spring. Asphalt will be removed
on three-quarters of the road and crushed concrete will be placed flush, while the existing one-
quarter of the road will be patched and secured to allow for a temporary one-way drive lane. 

The bid was $16,955. Due to the nature of the project, the City is adding a 35% contingency for
a total amount of $22,943. The City’s engineering consultants, Fleis & VandenBrink, will perform
oversight and handle the administration aspects at a cost of $4,750. Both vendors’ costs are in
line with industry standards.

While space precludes mentioning all the goals met in 2020 and new goals for 2021, highlights
include: 
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82536974203
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https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/government/agendas_and_minutes


• Over the past eight years, the unfunded liability of retiree health care benefits dropped
dramatically from $28 million in 2012 to $1.2 million in 2020, due to proactive fiscal
management.

• Nearly $5 million worth of road, sanitary sewer and water repairs were completed in 2020 and
the balance of funds from the road bond will be applied toward this season’s construction. At that
point, the City will review road quality to determine ongoing costs for continued repair and
replacement.  

• The City successfully held three elections and one recount during a pandemic. Council
members commended City Clerk Dianna Massa for a job well done. She thanked them and also
credited good teamwork among staff and election supervisors. 

• The DDA had to do a 180-degree turn from managing events and drawing people to town to
instead helping restaurants and businesses survive and thrive during a pandemic by creating a
Social District. “Businesses were willing to look outside the box,” said DDA Director Lori
Ward.  “They took advantage of every opportunity that we gave them.” 

• Parking system funding – Two parking decks have been restored to good condition in 2019 and
2020 and two parking lots were resurfaced in 2020, yet a good funding mechanism is needed to
keep up with repairs. 

• Water loss has been kept to 9.62% for most of 2020, allowing the City to not incur a water fine
for going over the contracted amount. In the future, the City may contract for a higher volume of
water to meet demand while containing costs. “We had all hands on deck to get this penalty
($135,000 from GLWA) off our backs,” said DPW Director Loyd Cureton. Measures included
using a variable speed device on the pump motor at the water tower, reducing peak hourly flow
by monitoring usage and communicating with residents, and replacing 86% of old water meters
with newer meters, which measure water usage more effectively. 

• The master plans for non-motorized transportation and Parks and Recreation will be updated. 

• The City needs to develop a plan for the Wing Street property it owns next to the post office,
especially if the post office follows through on its plan to move to another location in the City. 

• Sustainability efforts have led to some new lighting at City Hall with replacement toward LED
lighting progressing for downtown Northville. The City is applying for silver status with the
Michigan Municipal League’s Green Communities Challenge.

• Prepare for a renovation project to increase/improve Fire Dept. space, while improving energy
efficiency.

Public comments: Joe Corriveau, who ran for City Council in 2019, said he would be willing to
fill the seat of Council Member Sam Ekong if he moved out of the City (as he publicly stated at
the last council meeting) before his term ended.

View the video here. https://vimeo.com/499630423

Photo: Precinct 2 during the Presidential Election.  Photo by Liz Cezat.

Take the survey to help update 3Take the survey to help update 3
subareas in the Master Plan subareas in the Master Plan 
 
The City wants your perspective on how to define
development goals for three key areas of Northville:
Cady St., the Racetrack and S. Center St.
Developers want to transform this prominent,
desirable land into homes, apartments, retail space
and mixed-use buildings in the years ahead. What
should it look like? 

The second survey, open through Jan. 31, will help
consolidate public input into how this desirable

https://vimeo.com/499630423


section of town should grow and prosper. The
shared vision derived from public input measures
will become the blueprint for how the City wants
development to occur as the Planning Commission
revises these subareas of the Master Plan. 

When completed, the data and comments will be
combined with results from the first survey and
public comments obtained during open houses, via
emails and letters, and at Planning Commission
meetings. 

This survey is more detailed than the first one and
asks questions about difficult choices often
encountered when planning for future growth. It
explores each of the subareas with questions about
many topics, including building height, density,
walkability, and parks - not just green space but also
the concept of integrating retail and event vendors along a common public area, such as a
riverwalk. It also addresses limitations, such as the flood plain around the Downs, and the fact
that development must be profitable for the developer/builder.  

The survey was drafted by the Public Input Subcommittee and Carlisle Wortman Associates, and
includes suggestions from the full Planning Commission as well as public comment. It takes
approximately 30 minutes to complete.

This will be the last formal opportunity for residents and others vested in the future of Northville
to provide input into these three subareas before the Master Plan revision is drafted, noted
Public Input Subcommittee Member Donna Tinberg. 

Click here for the link to the survey. If you can’t complete the survey online, please contact the
City manager’s office for a paper copy.

When the survey concludes, CWA will consolidate the responses, find themes within the open-
ended questions, and present results to the subcommittee and Planning Commission, which may
accept those findings or draw different conclusions. Initial data is expected to be released about
four to six weeks after the survey closes. 
                                          

Take the survey Take the survey herehere..

Provide input into the downtownProvide input into the downtown
street closuresstreet closures
The Northville City Council and Downtown
Development Authority (DDA) are seeking
community input into downtown street closures and
other aspects of the Social District. 

A survey has been developed to gather information
about the community’s preference for street
closures. Additional questions focus on the Social
District, such as alcohol sales, music and other
amenities. The survey is open through Jan. 31 and
takes about 10 minutes to complete. 

Portions of Main and N. Center streets were closed
to traffic last June to expand outdoor dining and
permit sidewalk retail sales – efforts to help
restaurants and businesses in downtown Northville
manage successful operations during the
pandemic. In August, the City/DDA obtained a
Social District license from the State that allows

https://survey.sogosurvey.com/r/tol9j1
https://survey.sogosurvey.com/r/tol9j1
https://survey.sogosurvey.com/r/648SXz


downtown restaurants with a special permit to sell
alcohol in designated cups that can be ordered to
go and consumed within the commons area. In
December, Heat in the Street was introduced,
enabling restaurants to sell to-go food items and
beverages from vendor stands. Patrons could enjoy
food and beverages in heated pods – stylish,
lighted wood and aluminum structures set up in the
Social District.

Currently, the street closures will expire on March
1, 2021 unless they are extended by the City. The
Northville City Council and DDA co-hosted a Town
Hall meeting on Jan. 12 to discuss the street
closures with the community. Approximately 119
people attended the Zoom meeting. When the
survey is tabulated, a follow-up meeting will be
held. 

Your answers to the survey will help the City
determine how to proceed with downtown street
closures and other facets of the Social District
throughout the year.

Take the survey here. 

Did you receive your December utility bill?Did you receive your December utility bill?
 
December utility bills were mailed on Dec. 22. Some of those invoices have been arriving late
due to postal delays. Citizens and business owners can check their balance on the City
website. With the start of a New Year, it’s a great time to sign up for e-bills to make receiving
your bill easier. Sign up here. E-bills are emailed on the billing date with a full-page bill attached
as a PDF.
 
Payment is due on Jan. 22. To avoid potential delays when mailing your payment, you can use
the drop box at City Hall (on the circular drive and in the front vestibule, which is open
24/7).  Payments can be made by ACH, which is an electronic transaction that allows the City’s
bank to withdraw the amount due from the customer's bank account. For questions, call 248-
449-9901 or send an email to: ub@ci.northville.mi.us.

City Hall is open byCity Hall is open by
appointment onlyappointment only
City Hall remains open by appointment only.
Please use the drop box at the circular drive and
in the vestibule for any payments (including winter
taxes) or for business that can’t be done online.
For winter taxes, your cancelled check serves as
your receipt. 

Do not include cash when making payments. If
you must pay by cash, please schedule an appointment.

Most staff will be working remotely. There will be some staff in the office during regular business
hours to fulfill requests made by appointment, such as providing documents, accepting cash
payments, and offering other services that can’t be done online or through the drop box.

The switch to being open by appointment only came during an increase in COVID-19 cases

https://survey.sogosurvey.com/r/648SXz
https://bsaonline.com/OnlinePayment/OnlinePaymentSearch?PaymentApplicationType=10&uid=1917
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/cms/one.aspx?pageId=14809135
mailto:ub@ci.northville.mi.us


regionally and statewide. City Hall will reopen when it is safe to do so, based on State Health
Dept. guidelines and the pandemic's impact on the Northville community.

Visit our COVID-19 page for news and updates  about City services. If you have questions
about City services, please call the City manager at 248-449-9905 or send an email
to info@ci.northville.mi.us. The main number is 248-349-1300. For department emails, please
view the directory. 

Follow us on twitter and Facebook for more immediate updates. Emergency notifications from
Nixle will also be posted to Facebook. To sign up for this free service, visit the Nixle website.

Northvillians,Northvillians,
                                                                                                                    
Unity is on everyone’s mind these days, and it shows. Citizens are coming together to support
our community in so many ways – being involved with various task forces, serving on
committees, and helping with new initiatives. All this is enabling us to move forward into 2021.
Vaccinations are also on people’s minds.Our first responders have been vaccinated and our
health care professionals are finishing up getting inoculated. As of early this week, over 29
million vaccination vials have been sent to various states and more than 9 million citizens have
received injections. Check with your health care provider: University of Michigan, Beaumont,
Providence and other organizations, which are contacting those in their networks.

In this week’s letter, I’ll highlight another gateway from our past which may be the most historic
touchpoint in the community… the Northville well. But first, let’s look at the latest happenings:
• Master Plan survey open until Jan. 31:  Please take the final Northville Master Plan
survey. Click here.

• Northville Social District street closures. Please take the survey on this hot topic.
  
In order to get as much participation as possible, we are asking you to also share this
information with your neighbors, friends and family.

Read the entire letter here or view it on the City website.

Keep that Northville Faith! 
Stay #NorthvilleStrong!

Brian Turnbull
Mayor, City of Northville

2021 parking permits now being issued2021 parking permits now being issued 
 
Parking permits are required if you park your vehicle on the street or in a parking lot overnight on
a regular basis. Citizens are advised to submit their application and payment for a 2021 parking
permit online or by drop box. If you are using cash or a credit card to obtain a parking permit,
make an appointment by calling 248-349-1300.
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The parking permit application is on the website. Parking permit application forms and drop
boxes are located in the vestibules at City Hall - inside the Police Department and front entrance.
There is also a drop box on the front circular drive. When using the drop box, enclose the
application and payment (check or money order – no cash) in an envelope marked: Parking
Permit. Citizens will be contacted when parking stickers are ready for pickup. 

For questions about parking permits, call 248-305-2715 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays. 

A parking moratorium is in effect until Jan. 19 to allow people more time to purchase their 2021
passes and not incur a ticket for parking on City streets and municipal lots between 3 a.m. and 5
a.m. 

Parks & Recreation offers online programsParks & Recreation offers online programs
Many popular exercise programs will resume in 2021 on Zoom. The Community Center is closed. In-
person classes have been suspended until further notice due to COVID-19. Visit the Parks and Recreation
website for information on new programs and for refunds, credits, and rescheduling programs and
events. 

Things to do o do

Gnomes have invadedGnomes have invaded
Northville Northville 
Grab your bestie or family members and
tour the ‘Ville to find dozens of adorable
gnomes – hiding in plain sight. Be part of
the Gnome Around Northville Scavenger
Hunt, sponsored by the Northville
Downtown Development Authority (DDA)
and Northville Art House.  

Make your trip to Downtown Northville,
enjoy Heat in the Street and join the
scavenger hunt. This free community event
is great for individuals, couples and families
of all ages.

This is a driving/walking scavenger hunt
throughout Downtown Northville. A map of
downtown can be found here. We
encourage you to take a photo of the clue so that you can refer back to it on your travels.

There are 15 clues and 23 Gnomes that will help you make your way around Northville. Please
help us spread the word by using the hashtag #GnomeAroundNorthville when posting selfies
taken throughout your journey. Post to one or all of these sites: 
Facebook GnomeAroundNorthville
Instagram GnomeAroundNorthville
Event website

Enter the contest for a chance to win a $100 Northville Chamber gift check by posting a selfie to
social media and completing the digital form listed on the final clue. The scavenger hunt ends
Jan. 31 with a drawing on Feb. 1 for the winner of the gift check. 

Heat in the Street makes downtown theHeat in the Street makes downtown the
place to be on weekendsplace to be on weekends

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_11895878/File/Services/PoliceDept/Forms/ParkingPermitApplication.pdf
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The “Heat in the Street” event is in full swing with vendor
stands and eating pods to expand the restaurant scene and
create a European-style outdoor bistro area.

The stands are typically open Friday, 4-9 p.m., Saturday, 12-
9 p.m. and Sunday, 12-6 p.m. in Town Square.

Several restaurants have erected structures outside their buildings to continue serving patrons
while abiding by State mandates that closed indoor dining due to a spike in COVID-19 cases.
For a full list of restaurants, visit the DDA website.

About the image: An artist's rendering of pods and stands set up in Town Square.

https://www.downtownnorthville.com/1/163/index.asp


Doing Business

Point & Pay expands range ofPoint & Pay expands range of
options to pay billsoptions to pay bills

Northville is offering a new way for customers to
make payments for taxes and utility bills via the
online payment provider service known as Point &
Pay. The new method gives customers the option



of speaking directly to a Point &
Pay agent (personal teller) to make
payments. Both types of payments – online and on
the phone – charge a service fee in exchange for
convenience. The call option costs $5 per
transaction. 
 
Many customers opt to make payments on the
web, mobile, or by interactive voice response (IVR)
via Point & Pay. Others prefer to make a payment
by talking with an agent by phone. The live agent is
a member of Point & Pay, not a City employee.

Customers can also use the traditional methods of
mailing in payments, using the drop box (check or
money order only, no cash) or paying in person
(check, money order, cash, or credit card with an
added fee).

To make a payment using a personal teller at Point
& Pay, call 877-495-2729 (2PAY).  

OnlineOnline

payments for utility bills, taxespayments for utility bills, taxes
and moreand more
 
Citizens can pay online for taxes, utilities,
delinquent property taxes and other
miscellaneous payments. Go directly to the
BS&A website and enter your address. You
will be redirected to the Point & Pay website to
make a payment, which also includes a
convenience fee of 3% for credit cards
(minimum $2) and for e-checks a $3 fee for
payments up to $10,000 or $10 for any amount
over $10,000.

Save time – schedule inspections onlineSave time – schedule inspections online
The City of Northville offers online inspection scheduling. Contractors and homeowners may
schedule inspections using an online portal to request all types of inspections, such as building,
electrical, plumbing and heating. Users need an assigned permit number, obtained from the City
Building Dept., when using the Inspection portal. If you are requesting an inspection for the
following business day, it must be scheduled by 3:30 p.m.

Dog licenses are up for renewalDog licenses are up for renewal
All dogs four months and older must be licensed. The annual license fee is $13 ($10 with
documented spay/neuter). Dog licenses for 2021 expire on Feb. 28, 2022.
You must provide a current rabies vaccination certificate at the time of application. Licenses are
available at the City Clerk’s Office. If you want to register by mail, please download an
application. 
Courtesy renewal notices are mailed to registered owners from mid-December to early January.

Around Town

Have Fun in City and Township ParksHave Fun in City and Township Parks
There are many parks – large and small – available for individuals, families and groups of friends
to gather in both the city and township. Some are small pocket parks located within a
neighborhood; others are larger spaces with plenty of room for nature hikes, ball playing or
frisbee tossing. Some parks have play structures. Check out the variety of parks maintained by

https://bsaonline.com/?uid=1917
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/services/building_and_planning/inspections_and_online_permits
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_11895878/File/Services/CityClerk/PermitsLicenses/Dog License Application fillable.pdf


Northville Parks and Recreation on the department’s legend/map. All the parks are open to the
public. (Membership is required at the dog park.)

Report water main breaksReport water main breaks
 
Each year the City of Northville has between 10 and 20 water main breaks. If you see water
bubbling out of the ground on City property, contact the Public Works Department at 248-449-
9930 or 248- 349-1234 after hours and report its location. The sooner the leak is identified and
reported, the quicker it can be repaired, reducing the chances of contamination entering the
water system and minimizing the cost for lost water.

Plentiful, free downtown parkingPlentiful, free downtown parking

Downtown Northville offers free parking to encourage visitors to shop, dine and be entertained
without the hassle of meters or worry about paying a parking ticket.
Parking on downtown streets offers easy in-and-out access for up to two hours. For parking of more than
two hours, park in one of several City parking lots – conveniently located adjacent to most destinations.
These lots offer three-hour parking and several also have all-day parking. View the online map to see
their locations. Park in the designated sections of the parking lots based on the length of your visit. On
the parking deck off Mary Alexander Court, the upper level is for parking of three hours or less, the lower
level has all-day parking.

At Home

Recycling of Christmas treesRecycling of Christmas trees
 
Christmas trees (without plastic wrap or any decorations) will be picked up and recycled into
wood chips through the week of Jan. 25. After that date, any tree left at the curb will be picked up
with the regular trash collection and taken to the landfill. 

Northville Police Department has free gun safety locksNorthville Police Department has free gun safety locks

Don’t take the risk of having an unlocked gun get into the wrong hands - especially if you have
young children and teenagers. You can pick up a free gun safety lock at the Northville Police
Department lobby. There are no forms to fill out and no waiting.

Sewer back upSewer back up
 
An individual making a claim for property damage or physical injury due to sewerage backup on
their property must prove that the public sewer had a defect. Further, they must prove that the
City of Northville knew or should have known about the defect, in the exercise of reasonable
diligence, and failed to take timely action to repair or remedy the defect.
These steps are outlined in the State of Michigan’s Public Act 222 of 2001, known as sewer
backup legislation. The legislation clarifies when municipalities are liable for sewer backups, sets
standards to determine the extent to which a municipality is liable, and provides a process to
seek compensation when a backup occurs.

If you experience an overflow or backup of a sewage disposal system or storm water system and
seek reimbursement, you must file a written claim with the City of Northville within 45 days after
the overflow or backup is discovered. Claim forms may be obtained online, by calling DPW at
248-449-9930 or inquiring at the front desk of City Hall.

When presenting a written claim, you will be required to provide the following items:
1.  Copies of receipts for cleaning costs, plumbing bills, or other bills.

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_11895878/File/Park Map Thumbnail.png
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.ci.northville.mi.us%2fUserFiles%2fServers%2fServer_11895878%2fFile%2fBusiness%2fDDAParkingMap.pdf&c=E,1,nzOyZCyflSjmWm9h34SXJyN6xTE0ETd2xwkIfNZHt3DZcKpw71agvh-xoK0Es3i-JtWOvzcdI0IYybAd3n4XGwCtGUd89UzHRA4Z4cGukVPqyS4T&typo=1
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2.   List of the damaged items and receipts to prove the age of your items. Reimbursement for
the actual cash value of damaged items is the maximum amount payable.
3.   If possible, bring pictures of items damaged during the storm water or sewer back-up.
The filing of a claim does not guarantee reimbursement.
 
Most homeowner’s insurance does not cover sewage backups but insurance often can be
obtained as an added item. Also, consider having a plumber install a check valve - backflow
preventer - to reduce the risk of backups and related damage.



Follow us on Facebook Follow us on Facebook (Northville City Hall, Michigan)(Northville City Hall, Michigan) and and
TwitterTwitter  @NorthvilleCity@NorthvilleCity

View these social media platforms to see stories, photos and videos of the
City's people, places and events. We'll let you know about City services, such

https://www.facebook.com/northvillecityhall/
https://www.facebook.com/northvillecityhall/
https://www.facebook.com/northvillecityhall/
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as trash pick-up, payment of taxes and utility bills, and roads under
construction. Plus, we want to hear from you. Share your photos and
comments; ask questions. If you "like" the Northville Facebook page, you'll see
our posts in your news feed.

Add your name to the City News mailing list
To receive City News in your email, sign up below (if you are
viewing the e-mail version) or here.

If you have comments or requests for specific news items,
please e-mail Liz Cezat, communications manager,
at lcezat@ci.northville.mi.us.
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