
A weekly eNewsletter for the community - June 17, 2021

Meetings This Just In Events/Things to Do

Business Around Town At Home

Meetings
Agendas and minutes are available by clicking here

All virtual meetings listed will be held in compliance with the Open Meetings Act. Members of the
public body and members of the public participating electronically will be considered present at
the meeting and may participate as if physically present at the meeting

City Council - Monday, June 21, 7 p.m. Link to attend meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87205089925 US: +1 646 558 8656 or +1 301 715 8592
Webinar ID: 872 0508 9925

Anyone needing assistance or accommodations should contact the City Manager's office at 248-

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/government/agendas_and_minutes
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87205089925
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82200123868
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82200123868
https://www.facebook.com/northvillecityhall
https://twitter.com/NorthvilleCity


449-9905. More information about online meetings and a user guide are available here.

This Just In
Contain water usage inContain water usage in
hot, dry weatherhot, dry weather
Summer is the season when water usage
spikes due to hot weather and the
intensive use of in-ground automatic
sprinkler systems to keep lawns and
gardens looking good.

One of the features of Northville is beautifully landscaped and well-maintained properties. It takes a lot of water to
achieve a nice yard so it’s a good idea to review watering regulations before we get too far into the season.

For a refresher, the City ordinance defines which days and times residents can water. All residents must follow a
schedule year-round that is based on two factors: your address and the type of sprinkler system you use.
If your address ends in an even number, you can water on even days of the month, 2nd, 4th, 6th, etc. If your
address ends in an odd number, you can water on odd days: 1st, 3rd, 5th, etc.

Residents with an in-ground automatic sprinkler system may water between the hours of 12 a.m. and 5 a.m.,
while those who use a hose and portable sprinklers are permitted to water from 11 a.m. to 5 a.m.

By restricting outdoor sprinkler usage to non-daylight hours and limiting the days and times for the use of hoses
and portable sprinklers, the City is able to draw from the water source when usage is low (overnights) and use
less water during high-volume times.

“There are peak flow times during the day that we need to avoid,” said City Manager Pat Sullivan. “The whole
community pays the penalty if we go over the limits set by Great Lakes Water Authority."

While landscaping is the main factor in high water usage, pools are another source of large water use and should
be filled during non-peak hours. For an in-ground 15,000 to 25,000 gallon pool, two to four inches of water is lost
per week due to evaporation. Using a pool cover slows the rate of evaporation. When refilling the pool, plan to do
it in the late evening or prior to 5 a.m.

Peak times for indoor water use are from 5 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. to 10 p.m., so it's a bonus if you can do
your laundry and run your dishwasher outside of those times.

To keep within the City's contracted amount, penalties and fees will be issued for those who don’t abide by the
outdoor water restrictions. If City workers observe residents watering their lawn outside of permitted times, they
will be issued a warning notice. Continued watering outside of allowed days/hours will lead to a civil infraction
violation and associated fines and penalties ($50 first offense/$100 for subsequent offenses). For reference, view
the ordinance on the website (code of ordinances, Sec. 86-48).

In the event of weeks of hot, dry weather, know that your lawn will still survive with very little watering. Apply at
least one-half inch to an inch per week when it doesn’t rain. While the grass is in a dormant stage, don’t cut it too
short and also don’t cut it during the hottest time of the day. Learn more about landscaping and lawn care on the
Michigan State University Extension website.

Fire chief will retire in July, leaves legacy ofFire chief will retire in July, leaves legacy of
improvementsimprovements
 
In the seven years that Steve Ott has served as chief of the
Northville City Fire Department, he brought the department up to
speed with vehicles and equipment, boosted training, and used
technology to improve runs and office procedures.
 
“A lot of people have stepped up” to achieve these upgrades to the
department, he said. Under his steadfast leadership, on-call
firefighters, emergency medical technicians (EMTs) and lieutenants
and captains have gone the extra mile to make sure the department
stays top-notch and ready to serve the community.
 

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/government/agendas_and_minutes
https://www.canr.msu.edu/lawn_garden/


After July 2, 2021, Ott will be retired from the department. Throughout his fire career, Ott
practiced law at Miller Canfield. He was a full-time lawyer and later become a partner at the firm
while “moonlighting” as an on-call firefighter. He became a part-time lawyer (of counsel) at the
firm and resigned as partner when he became fire chief in 2014.
 
“The legal training helps when dealing with administrative issues, such as employee disciplinary
issues, writing a proposal for city council, writing a grant for funding, and reviewing regulations
from the state,” Ott said.
 
What drew him to the role of fire chief? “Two things: the opportunity to serve the community in
times of need and the excitement that comes from responding to a call when something bad is
happening and you’re in a position to help,” he said. He often goes out with the crew on calls,
even when they come in at 2 a.m. He’s proud that the department has been able to limit the
damage of many fires – keeping them contained and from spreading to other structures. 
 
One memorable fire occurred about three years ago. As he tells it, “There was a large fire at the
DTE substation in Plymouth. The old transformer failed and over 1,000 gallons of oil caught on
fire. I was in downtown Detroit when the call came in. As I was driving there, I could see a
column of smoke from miles away.”
 
This was one instance where a mutual aid team (NCFD along with fire departments from the
townships of Plymouth and Northville) worked together to combat the fire. The hazmat team from
Western Wayne County monitored the air quality. DTE crews had to cut the power so the fire
could be extinguished. Although the transformers were destroyed, there was virtually no damage
to the nearby Plymouth Cultural Center and the DTE building on site.
 
Prior to serving as chief, Ott was an on-call firefighter and emergency medical technician (EMT)
for decades with the NCFD. He first joined the force in 1985 after moving to Northville with his
wife, Mary Starring, and young son and daughter. One evening, while walking past the fire
department, he saw the crew training with the bay doors open. He was intrigued and asked Fire
Chief Jim Allen, who served in that role for 35 years, if he could hang out there.
 
“He (Allen) probably didn’t think that the guy who was a lawyer would take to it,” Ott said, but he
allowed him to become an on-call firefighter.
 
Ott’s zeal for firefighting began at Michigan State University, where he watched the action at the
fire station next to his dorm. While studying at Wayne State Law, he awakened one night to a
massive warehouse fire down the street and watched in awe as firefighters battled the flames.
Soon after, he saw an ad to become an auxiliary member of the Detroit Fire Department, applied
and was accepted, with subsequent training and supervision.
 
In the early years of being an on-call firefighter for Northville, Ott and others proposed holding an
EMT class in house, and Allen agreed. At that time, the department only put out fires, personnel
didn’t supply any official medical assistance. Training took place all day, every Sunday for seven
to eight months.
 
After the firefighters completed the EMT course, the question became how to make the best use
of the new training. Ott and others in the department dug into the details to find out what to do
next. They gathered information about how other fire departments handled medical calls. They
analyzed the department’s response metrics to demonstrate what could be done, and calculated
the additional cost in personnel and equipment. Those findings became the basis for a proposal
that Ott wrote for Fire Department response on EMS calls, which was submitted to City Council
in 1990. It was approved. Since then, EMS runs account for two-thirds of the fire department’s
emergency calls.
 
Another historic aspect of the department came in Fall 2010. The city manager of Plymouth
approached Northville City Manager Pat Sullivan about having the NCFD open a “station 2” in
Plymouth. An agreement was signed by both cities in 2011. Ott served as a member of the
transition team, and the agreement took effect Jan. 1, 2012 and runs through June 30, 2023.
 
“It’s a good thing for both communities,” Ott said. “It provides each community with additional
resources that you couldn’t have with only one station.” Ladder trucks are around $1 million and
the two cities purchased a demo ladder truck for about $800,000 in 2015.
 



The NCFD’s full capacity has a roster of four captains, four lieutenants and 60 paid on-call
firefighters, with 30 each allocated to Station 1 (City of Northville) and Station 2 (City of
Plymouth). Interviewing and hiring personnel is a big part of the job. On-call staff are a fluid set
of personnel, with many moving on to full-time positions at larger fire departments and others
moving out of the area. Ott’s legal expertise helps in recruitment and dealing with personnel
issues.
 
The department has never been as well equipped as it is now. Ott said, “We’ve been able to stay
up-to-date on equipment through a variety of means – equipment replacement funds, federal
grants for the new rescue truck, and regional grants for new radios and hoses.” In addition, new
AEDs were obtained through the Firehouse Subs Foundation. In 2019, NCFD obtained a new
fire engine #1711, and recently took delivery of another new engine (#1721) for the Plymouth
station.
 
Ott’s focus on training has boosted the professionalism of the department. Fire Department
officers – lieutenants and captains – who serve as leaders and supervisors have taken State fire
officer certification courses. The number of staff trained as fire instructors, inspectors, and EMS
instructor coordinators has vastly increased. There’s now a documented, in-house probationary
training program for onboarding staff, conducted under the supervision of a field training officer.
The leadership team also encourages personnel to obtain advanced certifications in related
fields.
 
When it comes to technology, the department has improved the process of collecting data from
each run and keeping track of who has completed training courses by switching from paper
forms to an electronic data base. This conversion, using Google docs, now makes it easier to
see performance metrics and produce a variety of reports.

"Chief Ott has led so many initiatives that have advanced our Fire Department, medical
response, the partnership with Plymouth, and increased training and professionalism,” said City
Manager Pat Sullivan. “He has so much to be proud of. t was a pleasure to work with him."
 
In retirement, Ott plans to travel nationally and abroad, and spend more time with his adult
children, four grandchildren, and friends.          

During his 35-year
involvement with the
Northville City Fire Dept.,
Steve Ott has worn many
hats: firefighter (and EMT
personnel), lieutenant,
captain and chief. Photo by
Liz Cezat.

Northvillians and Friends, Northvillians and Friends,  
                                                                                              
This week, we will explore our community’s connection to the World War II efforts through the
eyes of the women in town … especially the impact of our local “Rosie the Riveters” and their
stories. But first, let’s look at the latest COVID updates:

• Moderna has requested FDA clearance for their COVID vaccine for U.S. adolescents ages 12-
17. The study cited by Moderna included more than 3,700 adolescents. Moderna has already
submitted authorization approval for use in Canada and Europe, similar to Pfizer. (CNBC.com)



• As the economy continues to open up and employers strive to keep their employees and
customers safe, the State of Michigan has launched another round of funding for the Michigan
COVID-19 Safety Grant Program. These grants will provide small businesses, including eligible
childcare centers, matching funds of up to $10,000 to decrease the risk of COVID-19 spread
through the purchase (and training) of safety and health-related equipment. Additionally, the
Michigan Dept. of Labor and Economic Opportunity (LEO) launched a new “Back to Work” effort
to highlight programs and services that help businesses and their current workforce needs.
(Michigan.gov)

                                                                                                                                                             
Read the entire letter here or view it on the City website.

Keep that Northville Faith! Let’s move forward together.

Brian Turnbull
Mayor, City of Northville

Things to do

Put a visit to the Farmers’Put a visit to the Farmers’
Market on your shopping listMarket on your shopping list
 
The Northville Farmers’ Market is open every
Thursday from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., May through
October.
 
The Farmers’ Market has local seasonal
offerings by Michigan growers and vendors,
including flowers, produce, honey, baked
goods and more.
 
The market is located in the lot on the corner of
7 Mile and Center, across from Northville
Downs. Parking is on site and in the Downs
parking lot.
 
Follow the Northville Farmers Market
on Facebook for the latest COVID updates.
     

Photo: This quaint beef truck brings high-
quality meat to the Farmers' Market and adds
flair to market day. Photo by Liz Cezat.

Social District sizzles withSocial District sizzles with
outdoor diningoutdoor dining
People who gather in Downtown Northville
to shop, dine or simply walk through the
social district are a real boon to
the restaurants, bars and retailers that have

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/news/what_s_new/community_update_from_mayor_turnbull
https://www.facebook.com/NorthvilleFarmersMarket


expanded their footprint outdoors.

The acoustic music lineup coming to the
Downtown Northville Social District this
weekend is: 

• Friday, June 18, 7-9 p.m., Main Street
Alex Mendenall

• Saturday, June 19, 7-9 p.m., Center
Grace Rembinski

Acoustic music adds ambience to the
downtown as visitors dine or shop. Keep
in mind: No lawn chairs are allowed.

Photo by Liz Cezat.

Explore nature atExplore nature at
Maybury State ParkMaybury State Park
The DNR Explorer Guide
program returns to Maybury
State Park this summer with
free nature-based
programming. Explorer
Guide Morgan Fudala will
serve as a park
ambassador, conducting
pop-up programs and
demonstrations, leading
guided hikes and exploring
the park ecosystem. A
weekly schedule is available
on the park’s Facebook
page and posted at the
park. See the flier here.





Doing Business

Receive texts regarding safety issues through NixleReceive texts regarding safety issues through Nixle  

Notification of serious traffic accidents, severe weather conditions, downed live wires and other
safety issues are being communicated by the City’s Nixle service. To receive text alerts to a
mobile phone, sign up at Nixle.com. As a back-up plan, people can also follow the police

http://www.nixle.com/


department on Twitter. Nixle posts also appear on that social media platform. (Please note the
police twitter account is separate from the City twitter account; not all safety issues are posted on
the City’s regular account.)

Around Town

Crime mapping pinpoints car thefts, home break-ins and otherCrime mapping pinpoints car thefts, home break-ins and other
criminal activitycriminal activity
The City of Northville uses an online crime mapping system that coordinates with Oakland
County’s CLEMIS system to show the location and type of crime that has occurred on a digital
map within 24 hours after a police report has been filed.

CLEMIS is a report management system that compiles crime reports from police departments in
Oakland County, including Northville, and makes them available to the public. Oakland County
takes that information one step further by allowing police departments to directly subscribe to a
service from that populates the crime data on a map.
 
Users have the option of looking at the online map in real time or searching back 180 days at
crimemapping.com.

Walk your wheels in the Social DistrictWalk your wheels in the Social District
For the safety of pedestrians, restaurant patrons and servers, and others, please do not ride your
bike or skateboard in the Social District. It’s much safer to walk your wheels. The district
encompasses N. Center from Main to Dunlap and E. Main from Center to Hutton, with common
areas including sidewalks, roadways, Town Square, and Old Church Square. 

At Home

Check the batteries on your smoke detectorsCheck the batteries on your smoke detectors  

Smoke detectors are important safety devices to have in your home. Make sure you are testing
them regularly and replacing them when needed.
 
Test the battery in your smoke detector monthly by pressing and holding the test button. Some
people find it easier to use a pencil to push the test button. While the button is pressed, you
should hear a loud alarm. If the sound is weak or nonexistent, replace the batteries. If
your smoke detector is sending off false alarms with cooking smoke, burning toast or humidity, it
may be a sign that it’s failing and needs to be replaced. 
 
The general rule is to replace a smoke detector every 8-10 years. Check the back of the device for the
manufacture date.

Carbon monoxide detectors can alert you of serious airborneCarbon monoxide detectors can alert you of serious airborne
poisoningpoisoning
 
A carbon monoxide (CO) detector is an important safety device to have in your home. It can alert
you to carbon monoxide poisoning, which can’t be detected by your senses but can cause
severe illness with symptoms such as dizziness, headache, nausea and vomiting. Make sure CO
detectors are placed in the right locations of your home and are replaced at the end of their
lifespan.
 
For each floor of your home, place a CO detector on a wall about 5 feet above the floor and in
the same room as a fireplace or flame-producing appliance. You may also want to place one in
your garage since the poisonous gas can travel through drywall. If your home has only one CO
detector, it should be installed in the main bedroom or in the hallway outside of the sleeping area.

https://twitter.com/northvillepd
http://www.crimemapping.com/


 
If your CO detector is sounding continuously and you have signs of CO poisoning, find fresh air
and call 911 immediately. Emergency responders are trained to identify and treat the symptoms
of CO poisoning and firefighters use equipment to find the source of carbon monoxide leaks and
stop them.
 
The general rule is to replace a CO detector every 5-7 years. Check the back of the device for
the manufacture date.

How to read your Neptune water meter How to read your Neptune water meter  

Residents in households that have the new Neptune water meter can access instructions on the
City website about how to read the water meter. Keeping track of the volume of water registered
on the meter on a regular basis can help detect spikes in usage and potential water leaks. This
information can help homeowners make adjustments to their water usage through actions such
as repairing leaks or switching to low-flush toilets and water-saving faucets.

Compost and wood chips are availableCompost and wood chips are available
Compost and wood chips are available for free at City’s DPW facility located at 650 Doheny
Drive. This material is free and available Monday through Friday from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Instructions on how to open the gate are posted near the keypad. You must supply your own
containers and load your own compost.
The compost is created from leaves collected each fall by the City. These leaves are routinely
turned, which reduces their volume by 90% and converts this scrap material into a rich, organic
matter. The resulting compost can be used by residents to improve soil in landscape and flower
beds, gardens, and flower pots. In addition, the DPW uses compost for its landscaping needs in
City parks, cemeteries, and other public properties. Residents can use wood chips in their flower
beds to help retain moisture, reduce the need for water and prevent water runoff. It is not
recommended to use wood chips in vegetable gardens.

Sewer back upSewer back up
 
An individual making a claim for property damage or physical injury due to sewerage backup on
their property must prove that the public sewer had a defect. Further, they must prove that the
City of Northville knew or should have known about the defect, in the exercise of reasonable
diligence, and failed to take timely action to repair or remedy the defect.
These steps are outlined in the State of Michigan’s Public Act 222 of 2001, known as sewer
backup legislation. The legislation clarifies when municipalities are liable for sewer backups, sets
standards to determine the extent to which a municipality is liable, and provides a process to
seek compensation when a backup occurs.

droppable-1620919591939 If you experience an overflow or backup of a sewage disposal
system or storm water system and seek reimbursement, you must file a written claim with the
City of Northville within 45 days after the overflow or backup is discovered. Claim forms may be
obtained online, by calling DPW at 248-449-9930 or inquiring at the front desk of City Hall.

When presenting a written claim, you will be required to provide the following items:
1.  Copies of receipts for cleaning costs, plumbing bills, or other bills.
2.   List of the damaged items and receipts to prove the age of your items. Reimbursement for
the actual cash value of damaged items is the maximum amount payable.
3.   If possible, bring pictures of items damaged during the storm water or sewer back-up.
The filing of a claim does not guarantee reimbursement.
 
Most homeowner’s insurance does not cover sewage backups but insurance often can be
obtained as an added item. Also, consider having a plumber install a check valve - backflow
preventer - to reduce the risk of backups and related damage.

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_11895878/File/Services/PublicWorksDept/WaterSewer/WaterMeterSelfReading.pdf
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_11895878/File/Services/PublicWorksDept/WaterSewer/SewerAdjustmentForm.pdf


Follow us on Facebook Follow us on Facebook (Northville City Hall, Michigan)(Northville City Hall, Michigan) and and
TwitterTwitter  @NorthvilleCity@NorthvilleCity

View these social media platforms to see stories, photos and videos of the
City's people, places and events. We'll let you know about City services, such
as trash pick-up, payment of taxes and utility bills, and roads under
construction. Plus, we want to hear from you. Share your photos and
comments; ask questions. If you "like" the Northville Facebook page, you'll see
our posts in your news feed.

Add your name to the City News mailing list
To receive City News in your email, sign up below (if you are
viewing the e-mail version) or here.

If you have comments or requests for specific news items,
please e-mail Liz Cezat, communications manager,
at lcezat@ci.northville.mi.us.

City of Northville | 215 W. Main St. | Northville, MI 48167
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