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Meetings This Just In Events/Things to Do

Business Around Town At Home

City offices will be closed on Monday, Nov. 11
in observance of Veterans Day.

Meetings
Northville Youth Network - Tuesday, Nov. 12, 8 a.m. - Community Center
(Note date) City Council Installation - Tuesday, Nov. 12, 7 p.m. - Council Chambers - City Hall
Housing Commission - Wednesday, Nov. 13, 6 p.m. - Allen Terrace
Arts Commission - Wednesday, Nov. 13, 7 p.m. - Art House

Agendas and minutes are available by clicking here

This Just In

Brian Turnbull toBrian Turnbull to

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/government/agendas_and_minutes
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/government/agendas_and_minutes
https://www.facebook.com/northvillecityhall


lead City aslead City as
Northville MayorNorthville Mayor
In the City election on Nov. 5,
Brian Turnbull was
elected mayor with 64% of the
vote, while incumbent Mayor
Ken Roth garnered 36% of
2,094  ballots cast. 

Barbara Moroski-Browne was the
top vote getter with nearly 36% in a
close race for two open City Council
seats. Council Member Marilyn Price retained her seat, securing nearly 34% of the votes, while Joseph
Patrick Corriveau scored 31% of ballots cast but failed to gain a seat on council. (These are unofficial results
until certified by the Oakland County Board of Canvassers.) 

These newly elected officials will be sworn in to office at the City Council meeting on Tuesday, Nov. 12, at 7
p.m. by Judge Michael Gerou. (The meeting will be held on Tuesday due to the Veteran’s Day holiday.)

Of 5,058 registered voters, turnout was nearly 42 percent. The majority voted by absent voter ballot. See
more details of the vote on the City’s website election page

City Council gainsCity Council gains
one new member,one new member,
retains anotherretains another
 
(Left) Council Member
Marilyn Price retained her
seat.

(Right) Barbara Moroski-
Browne is a newcomer to
the council and has been
active in the community
for years.

City Council Recap of meeting on Nov. 4

Audited financial reports – The City’s auditors, Plante Moran, presented the audited
financial statements for the City’s 2019 fiscal year, which was accepted by Council.

CDBG Funds for seniors – A public meeting was conducted regarding the proposed use of
Oakland County Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds for program year 2020.
Hearing no comments to the contrary, application will be made for funds of $7,000 to
replace interior doors at Allen Terrace (covered by the “rehabilitation of publicly-owned
residential” portion of the grant.)

Water meter interfund loan secured – To help finance the purchase and installation of
water meters at households and businesses, City Council approved a $622,000 loan
from the City’s General Fund to the Water and Sewer Fund with 2.5% interest rate for
seven years. The funds will be applied to the total cost of $859,786, with the balance
coming from the Water and Sewer Fund reserves. The annual debt service payments
will be covered by the water meter replacement charge of $6.67 bi-monthly on utility
bills, which generates approximately $100,000 annually. 

Vaping ordinance introduced – It was the first reading of an ordinance regarding
regulations against vaping by minors in the City. The language is the same as that recently

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/services/elections_and_voting/election_results


passed by Northville Township to make it consistent throughout the Northville School
District. When finalized (after second reading), it would impose a fine of not more than $50
for possession or use, and enable law enforcement or school officials to refer the minor to
the Youth Assistance Network. 

North Center Brewing to relocate and expand – Owner Kevin DeGrood presented a
request to transfer his liquor license to 455 E. Cady (former Village Workshop) in mid
January. The move expands the business to 8,000 ft2 of the first floor with an outdoor patio.
He will operate a brewery taproom with approximately 40% of sales derived from food
cooked onsite in the full-service kitchen. There will be live entertainment once a week by
folk or acoustic musicians. The Liquor License Review Committee recommended City Council
take no action to object to the Michigan Liquor License Control Commission approving the
request. City Council approved the resolution allowing the transfer.

Northville Art House lease – As the Northville Art House transitions to non-profit status for
fundraising purposes, it received approval from the City Council to use the current building
rent-free for the next five years. The Art House will continue paying for maintenance and
upkeep. 

Budget meetings schedule – City Council approved the budget schedule for FY 2021, with
the goals and objectives meeting set for Jan. 13, and budget review sessions set for April 13
and 27, all at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall. 

Phone contract extended – City Council approved a two-year extension of the City’s
current contract with Clear Rate in a deal that enables the Northville Art House to secure its
own phone system without incurring a $2,937 termination fee from the current provider.
Prices have not risen to the City since the original contract was signed in May 2014. 

The Fire Department gained City Council approval to purchase a new ambulance, turnout
gear and lifesaving chest compression devices. The City's portion of all three purchases will
come from funds reserved in the Fire Equipment Replacement Fund.

Most of the cost of the ambulance is covered by an AFG grant, issued through FEMA. The
ambulance costs $252,152, with the City paying $14,057. City Council also approved a
contingency of up to $5,000 for changes or additional equipment required. The Medix Model
I-AD 170 – MSV II will be purchased from Medix Specialty Vehicles in Elkhart, IN.

Turnout gear (48 sets) of coats, pants and boots and 60 (particulate blocking) hoods will be
ordered for firefighters at Stations #1 and #2 at a cost of $150,986 from Phoenix Safety
Outfitters, of Springfield, OH. The current equipment has been in use for 10 years and
was  budgeted for replacement. 

The Stryker Lucas 3 chest compression devices, along with a service contract and other
related costs, total $34,465 for two (one at each station).
 
Council communications – 
Council Member Nancy Darga reported that the State of Michigan held a public hearing in
the City of Northville last week regarding plans for a Heritage Trail in Hines Park. She said
she will keep citizens apprised of the project. 

Of note: It was the last council meeting for Nancy Darga, who stepped down after serving
12 years on the City Council and 20 years as an advisor to the Parks and Recreation
Commission – primarily as a board member. She thanked people in the City of Northville and
her fellow City Council members for a good working relationship. Mayor Ken Roth thanked
her for her service. 

Public comments: Former Mayor Chris Johnson and resident Larry Parks thanked Nancy for her



work on City Council. 

See video here. 

Nancy Darga accepted a recognition plaque from Mayor Ken Roth for her years of service.

Longtime City Council member retires from two City Government rolesLongtime City Council member retires from two City Government roles

Once you meet Nancy Darga, you are not likely to forget her. She says what’s on her mind and
asks probing questions when considering a matter before City Council, a role she has served in
for 12 years before choosing not to run in 2019. Her approach to problem-solving includes a
deep dive into details and talking to people – on both sides of an issue. 

She has taken on tough challenges to keep Northville unique, historic and well-run as a City
government during her years on City Council and 20 years serving the Parks and Recreation
Department in advisory capacities, primarily as a board member. If you want to get her goat,
ask her about the bruising she took over soccer fields. (Back in the late ‘90s and early 2000s,
parents involved with the Parks Dept. wanted additional soccer fields, but Darga was adamant
that funds be used to create fields for other sports.) 

She’s got a good grasp on matters pertaining to infrastructure – roads, sewage and storm
sewers – due to a long career as a licensed landscape architect in the Wayne County Parks
Dept. and the (former) Wayne County Road Commission. Plus, her husband Mike is a civil
engineer who was good counsel as she reviewed voluminous detail about the City’s
engineering plans and contracts. 

Surprised herself, but kept goingSurprised herself, but kept going
She was amazed that she won her first election to City Council as a newcomer. She attributes
that to having been actively involved in the community – something that people value and
remember. 

She is proud of many things accomplished while in office. When she first arrived on Council,
she asked for more details about the bidding process in engineering contracts. She
recommended creating a matrix that showed cost comparisons and quality features among the
bidders. That made the contracts more transparent to the Council and citizens, and enhanced
decisions regarding infrastructure improvements.  

As an advocate for Mill Race Village and its mission, she took special interest in helping craft a
special events policy for the City’s rental of Ford Field that took into consideration the village’s
weekend weddings. The new policy was triggered by a highly promoted and well-attended
weekend event in 2016 that brought in out-of-town food vendors, high-volume bands and a
monster truck show. Darga was instrumental in developing a plan where the promoter held off
with the bands and truck show during the weddings – to keep the noise down - and resumed
those activities later at night. Soon after, City Council created a special use agreement for Ford

https://vimeo.com/371245421


Field that coordinates dates with Mill Race Village in advance.  

Darga says, “Mill Race Village is part of our heritage and we must preserve that over what a
commercial vendor brings to the City for a weekend event.” 
 
Her heart beats in harmony with Northville yet she has also spread that energy and
determination to matters that affect other organizations. 

Community  advocate for area parks and Northv ille's historyCommunity  advocate for area parks and Northv ille's history
She retired as executive director of the Ford Piquette Historic Plant in April, and has become
more active in the “Save Hines Park” initiative to prevent the sale of parkland to developers.
She didn’t want the City to face any consequences from her avid volunteer involvement in
opposing Wayne County over the park situation, which is why she didn’t run for re-election. 

One of the biggest challenges facing the City today, she notes, is redevelopment of the
Northville Downs property. “Property owners have all the rights in America,” Darga said. “When
City officials deal with them, we’re trying to create a win-win solution. The best thing is to serve
the community at large. The only way to control that is through the Master Plan and zoning.
One of the things that we want is to open up the river and create some greenspace. We will
have to work hard to come up with a development agreement that offers something to both
sides.” 

She says that issue is in good hands. “We are blessed with some of the most skilled and
talented people serving on the Planning Commission. We have people who do this for a living.
They are dealing with a difficult task. It’s not every day that you get 50 acres being developed
in a city the size of ours. People need to work together. Go in with a spirit of cooperation and
come back with something that works for Northville.” 

Darga is a strong supporter of the Historic District, noting that it “protects and enhances the
taproots of the community.” She believes that despite the inevitable development, it’s vital to
keep the context of Northville. 

“If any tree is going to bear fruit, you have to protect its roots. It’s the same with communities.
You need to protect your heritage,” she said. “Northville has a unique, strong and profound
history.” 

Figuring things out is Darga’s strong suit. “I’ve always been interested in ‘How did it get to this
point?’ I like to build things. I like to know how things come together.”

Bringing people together is how things get doneBringing people together is how things get done
She is a firm believer in getting people together to discuss issues. Her method at Council
meetings was to share information during “Council Communications” and invite citizens to
participate in meetings, events and even rallies for a cause. “Bringing people together and
encouraging them to talk about things keeps a community strong,” she said. 

Among her prodigious community involvement, she is a founding member of Friends of the
Rouge and a founding member of Motor City National Heritage Area, which is part of the
National Park System. She has been a board member of the Art House since its inception, and
will continue to serve on the board, this time as treasurer. The City-managed entity plans to
become a  501 ( c ) 3 organization. Darga’s success as a fundraiser for various causes will
boost the Art House’s efforts to establish an endowment.

Of leaving, she said, “I’m at ease. We have a lot of talent with the City manager and directors.
The City is in good hands. The mayor and City Council members are leaders in the community. 

She and her husband have two adult children, Anna and Alex, and everyone helped with the
housework, laundry, dishes and cooking during Darga’s tenure on Council. 

Watch Nancy Darga’s farewell address to citizens and special recognition given by Mayor Ken
Roth and City Council members at the Oct. 21 meeting. Her last Council meeting was on Nov. 4.

Cady Street is open to drivers and pedestriansCady Street is open to drivers and pedestrians

https://vimeo.com/368050079


Cady St. (from Wing to the Art House) has been repaved and is now open to drivers.
Pedestrians can now walk on the new sidewalk on the north side of the street. A
segment of Baseline Road that was scheduled to be repaved in October/November will
need to be completed in the early spring due to weather delays.

We appreciate your cooperation and patience during these projects. View this website
portal for maps, more information, and to post questions and comments.

Schoolchildren enjoy a bigSchoolchildren enjoy a big
treat: Lunch with Firefighterstreat: Lunch with Firefighters

Several area school children were
picked up from school in the NCFP
fire engine and taken out to lunch at
the fire station. They had won a
drawing for "Lunch with Firefighters"
during the Fire Prevention Week
Open House that featured the Great
Escape - how to safely escape a fire
at home. From left, Adam Knurek and
his father Jason Knurek, Tyler Haas
and his mother Wendy Haas, Vincent
Gray, Pranay Sharma and his father,
Manish Sharma, and his sister, Meera
Sharma.

Local VFW Post to observe Veterans DayLocal VFW Post to observe Veterans Day

The VFW Post 4012 on Northville Rd. will have a Veterans Day ceremony at 11 a.m. on
Monday, Nov. 11. View the VFW calendar for details. 

https://www.fveng.com/client-projects/city-of-northville-2019-local-roads-program/
https://vfw4012.org/di/vfw/v2/default.asp?pid=15022


Events/Things to Do

Holiday Home Tour - Tickets on saleHoliday Home Tour - Tickets on sale
Event:Event:  Nov. 22 and 23, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.Nov. 22 and 23, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Tickets are now on sale for the 2019 Northville Holiday
Home Tour, presented by the Northville Community
Foundation. This year’s tour is Friday, Nov. 22, and
Saturday, Nov. 23, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

This event is a great way to get new decorating ideas for
your home while getting into the holiday spirit. Invite family
and friends too for a memorable outing.
The tour features five beautiful, privately owned Northville
homes that have been decorated top-to-bottom for the
holidays. Each home is beautifully appointed and uniquely
decorated. Home architecture ranges from a 1883 historical
home and a condo with a studio loft to a farmhouse "glam" home just outside of downtown
Northville.



The tour features a refreshment stop at the Tipping Point Theatre in Downtown Northville,
where guests can enjoy light refreshments and enter a drawing to win two tickets to a future
Tipping Point Theatre production.
 
Tickets are $25 in advance and $30 on the day of the tour. Advance tickets are available at
Pear-Aphernalia, Gardenviews, Haven of Northville, the Northville Chamber of Commerce, and
online at www.northvillecommunityfoundation.org or by calling 248-374-0200. Tickets are
limited, so get yours before they sell out.
 
Proceeds from the 2019 Holiday Home Tour help fund the Northville Community Foundation's
work locally, including Maybury Farm, scholarships to students, and grants to nonprofit
organizations serving Northville and other local communities.

For more information about the Holiday Home Tour or Northville Community Foundation,
contact Carol Lehman, Northville Community Foundation at 248-374-0200
or ncfmanager@gmail.com

Friday, Nov. 22Friday, Nov. 22
Holiday Lighted ParadeHoliday Lighted Parade
Downtown NorthvilleDowntown Northville
6:30 p.m., step-off6:30 p.m., step-off
Join us for this community celebration that kicks off the holiday season. The festivities begin
with the parade and the ceremonial lighting of the Christmas tree in Town Square.

Northville is decorated in holiday splendor to warm your hearts and get you in the holiday spirit.
Visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus, sip free hot chocolate, join in on the community sign-a-long
and enjoy the special events planned.

2019 Lighted Parade route

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.northvillecommunityfoundation.org&c=E,1,mFNaGEV9odKRMmt03cPqZWivbvIBo3E10kE_7z8mHMbaReU_sSaUuB7cea0ZIPiTSFSiiPvjhfgcnMYHqLUpjYOD-9C0X2v6RVACtjWwzV8st-I,&typo=1
mailto:ncfmanager@gmail.com


Around Town



Parking RemindersParking Reminders
It is illegal to park on City Streets between 3 a.m. and 5 a.m. without a permit. If you are having
visitors or work done on your driveway and must park in the street overnight, call our Overnight
Parking hotline at 248-305-2790 by 2 a.m. with the license plate number and street location of
the vehicle to avoid a parking ticket.

Renew annual parking permits

Residents can apply for or renew their parking permits at the Police Department from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m., Monday - Friday. Be prepared by filling out the form ahead of time – obtain an
application here. Permits for 2019 expire Dec. 31, 2019. Don’t wait too long to renew.

At Home

Tree permits requiredTree permits required
A permit from the Building Department may be required prior to cutting down any tree in the
City of Northville.  Before cutting down any tree, you must first make application to the Building
Department to determine if a permit is required. The City will be enforcing this ordinance if trees
are cut down without the required permit. To avoid enforcement action, please contact the City
of Northville Building Department at 248 449-9902. Tree cutting is regulated by Section 90 of
the City of Northville Code of Ordinances.
http://www.ci.northville.mi.us/government/governing_documents

An easy way to dispose of old medicationsAn easy way to dispose of old medications
Do you have outdated prescription or over-the-counter medications that you want to get rid of?
Don’t flush these medications down the toilet – it pollutes the water supply; don’t throw them
away because they will end up in a landfill and may be consumed by wildlife. There is a safe
and convenient way to dispose of unwanted medications. Bring your unwanted medication – no
liquids, needles or injectable medication - to the secure drop box in the lobby at the Northville
Township Police Department at 41600 Six Mile Road. There is no paperwork required and the
bin can be accessed 24/7. When the drop box is full, collections are picked up for disposal by
the Drug Enforcement Authority.

Sewage backupsSewage backups
Most homeowner's insurance will not cover sewage backups, but insurance can often be
obtained as an added item. Ask your insurance provider about this option. Also, consider
having a plumber install a check valve - backflow preventer - to help minimize the risk of
backups and related damage.

Persons making a claim for property damage or physical injury must prove that the public sewer
had a defect. In addition, it must be proven that the governmental agency knew, or in the
exercise of reasonable diligence, should have known about the defect, and that the
governmental agency, having the legal authority to do so, failed to take reasonable steps in a
reasonable amount of time to repair, correct, or remedy the defect.

If you experience an overflow or backup of a sewage disposal system or storm water system,
you must file a written claim with the City of Northville within 45 days after the overflow or
backup is discovered. Notice should be mailed to the City of Northville, Attn: City Clerk, 215 W.
Main Street, Northville, Michigan, 48167. Claim forms may be obtained by calling the City of
Northville Department of Public Works at 248-449-9930.

When presenting a written claim, you will be required to provide the following items:
Copies of receipts for cleaning costs, plumbing bills, or other bills.
List of the damaged items and receipts to prove the ages of your items.
Reimbursement for the Actual Cash Value of damaged items is the maximum amount
payable.

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_11895878/File/Services/PoliceDept/Forms/ParkingPermitApplication.pdf
http://www.ci.northville.mi.us/government/governing_documents


Please make an attempt to provide pictures of anything you wish to claim that was
damaged due to the sewer backup.

The filing of a claim does not guarantee reimbursement.

City’s leaf pick-up easesCity’s leaf pick-up eases
work for homeownerswork for homeowners

Our clean sweep of leaves is a more
efficient way to compost.The biggest
thing to remember is when you should
be raking the leaves to the street. 

Area A: North of Eight Mile: Nov. 4 and
Dec. 2 
Area B: South of Eight Mile: Nov. 11
and Nov. 25 

Each area (north of Eight Mile, south of Eight Mile) has two pick-ups during the fall season.
Do not rake leaves into the street until the day before the week of your scheduled pick-up.
Note that leaf pick-up occurs Monday through Friday or until finished, during your area’s
designated week. There is no set schedule for which days of the week certain streets are
picked up, so please be ready at the start of your scheduled week. View more details on the
City's website.

Brush collection programBrush collection program

The City of Northville allows residents to place branches at the curb without bundling or
bagging them. Branches 6 feet long and up to 6 inches in diameter can be placed at the curb
for removal by the City’s solid waste collection contractor.
Residents can dispose of large piles of branches by placing them at the curb. Every Tuesday,
year-round, a crew will come through each neighborhood and chip any branches left at the
curb. Branches must be in the street right-of-way (between the street and the sidewalk). Simply
stack the branches neatly behind the curb with the cut ends facing the street.
We cannot take roots, stumps dirt, lumber, railroad ties or any wood with metal in it. Residents
can dispose of firewood pieces and stumps with their normal weekly garbage (Maximum 35
gallon cans and 60 lb. weight limit).

Residents may need to rake up small branches after the large brush piles are removed.  

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/services/public_works_dept____d_p_w_/leaf_collection_program


Northville Police Department has free gun safety locksNorthville Police Department has free gun safety locks
Don’t take the risk of having an unlocked gun get into the wrong hands - especially if you have
young children and teenagers. Stop in at the Northville Police Department lobby to get your
free gun safety lock. There are no forms to fill out and no waiting.

Doing Business

Historic Resource Council 2019 Directory is availableHistoric Resource Council 2019 Directory is available
The Historic Resource Council 2019 Directory lists architects, contractors, suppliers and others
who specialize in historic preservation, rehabilitation and adaptation of historic structures and
houses. This directory will interest residents of historic homes, owners of businesses in historic
buildings and others who own property or are involved in the City’s Historic District. The book
can be viewed at City Hall and online at Michigan Historic Preservation Network’s website:
www.mhpn.org (see the publications page).
 

Secretary of State MiTimeLine appointment systemSecretary of State MiTimeLine appointment system
Why wait in line? The Secretary of State now has a system available at several locations where
residents can make an appointment or hold your place in line. Check locations online at
www.MI.gov/MiTimeLine to schedule an appointment and they will call or text you when your
turn is coming up! www.michigan.gov/SOS

http://www.mhpn.org
http://www.mi.gov/MiTimeLine
http://www.michigan.gov/SOS


Follow our Facebook page (Northville City Hall,Follow our Facebook page (Northville City Hall,
Michigan) and our Michigan) and our TwitterTwitter account  account @NorthvilleCity@NorthvilleCity

View these social media platforms to see stories, photos and videos of the
City's people, places and events. We'll let you know about City services,
such as trash pick-up, payment of taxes and utilitybills, and roads under
construction. Plus, we want to hear from you. Share your photos and
comments; ask questions. If you "like" the Northville Facebook page, you'll
see our posts in your news feed.

Add your name to the City News mailing list

To receive City News in your email, sign up below (if you are
viewing the e-mail version) or here.

If you have comments or requests for specific news items, please
e-mail Liz Cezat, communications manager,
at lcezat@ci.northville.mi.us.
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